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..but how long 'til the next one? 


plus - Interviews with Farina, Schwarzer & Zelic 
plus - NSW Super League Launch & Preview 
plus - Some stuff you didn't know about Oceania 
plus - Johnnie Walker Cup - On the Rocks??? 


Flares & Fines... SocAus responds, See pg 15 
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‘Green Rover, Jumbo Trudgeon, David Brown, Graham Parsons, Thomas Esamie, 
Peter Bayliss, Maurice Hawling, Andrew Howe and Mr McPhee 


Remember - this is a fanzine! So don't be surprised to see some fairiy controversial stuff 
written over the next thirty-odd pages. The 'SU' crew may not agree with everything that our 
contributors send in, but as fans of Oz soccer they deserve lo be heared 


Just so you know: Anything without a by-line is knocked into shape by Kevin and/or Harry 
And anything in @ box is a general comment from 'SU' which conveys a wiew held by more 
than one person. Yep, we do read your letters, and any comments you have - qood or 

otherwise - usually make it into these pages somewhere 


Deadlines: In an effort to get ‘SU’ out on time each month the deadline for cantributians is 
now the 15th of each month. If there's nothing in the P O Box on the 15th, we'll qo to print on 
that day. If the box is full, it could be a day or two late 


In this issue... 
03 - Allin the family + The gloves are off - (But Tony lacks the right Punch) 
04 - Did that REALLY happen? - Yep, it sure did. Well, we're pretty sure il dic 
06 - Late news & gossip - Did Frank Arok really stop us seeing a Japanese double header? 
07 - Get the book out! - And wouldn't you know it, Danny Tiatto cops another yellow! 
08 - A chat with Mark Schwarzer....and Ned Zelic - Andre Kruger tracks ‘em down 
09 - Farina fires Brisbane to the top - Anthony Fensom talks to you know who 
11 - News from the capital - Nick Guoth reckons injunes + suspensions are the problem 
12 - The Aussies do it easy... yet again. - Another Oceanic yawn, this time in Adelaide 
15 - SocAus responds - After three months, we finally get some answers 
16 - Programme Review - Ewen Anderson continues his controversial series 
18 - NSW Super League Launch - A ‘Studs Up’ view = And ‘Green Rover’ looks at the clubs’ 
prospects Part 1 
21 - Cosmos silence critics - Jumbo Trudgeon says even the Ganbera Times has got 
behind the Casmas 
22 - Johnnie Walker Cup - On the Rocks? | larry Georgiicdin looks al (he ‘other problern 
child of Soccer Australia 
24 - Things we wanted to know about Oceania but were (almost) too flustered to ask 
- 'SU' had some questions, so who better to ask than an Oceana official? 
26 - Dear "Studs Up’ - Plenty of Views, and a bit of a backlash for a previous correspondent 
30 - Bulletin Board - Yep, Thomas Esamie ts still looking far Gearge Slifkas. 
32 - Look out for... - Plenty of stuffl 


Please Note: Liue to the large amount of material submitted for this issue (foray!) we [have 
been forced to old over our review of the Japan matches until issue 11) wher We ll alec ncivey 
the Sweden games, Sadly, we've also had to make the NSW Super | eaque Preview a bi 
parter, and pass over a few other contributions and photographs as well Soil your cilinl bany 
this copy, just think fora minute With a few more subscribers we Coulil gelo@ W poi 
production and avoid these sorts of hassles! 


All in the family 


We don't begrudge Raul Blanco for applying for the job to coach our Olympic tearm 
He is a fine coach who always attempts to put oul attractive, entertaining teams. Nor can we 
criticise Eddie Thomson for being on the selection panel (along with Dave Woolley 2nd two 
representatives from the Oz Olympic Commitiee and the Sports Commission). Afier all, he is 
the national coach and should have a bia say in the running of our international teams from 
junior to senior level. Gut perhaps ‘panel is tco strong a word. ET was obviously the main 
interviewer and as such was expected to quide the others. Rightly or wrongly Blanco was 
almost certain to get the job, which raises a wider issue. What chance have our up and coming 
coaches got when national posts invariably go to either ET, Les Scheinilug or Raul Blanco? 

It seems its harder to be sacked from a national coaching job than it is to be selected, John 
Kosmina brought this up on 'On the Ball’ last year. Les Scheinflug put Kossie back in his box 
by replying that if he had devoted as much lime and effort in learning the coaching caper as he 
(Scheinflug) had then he too could join ‘the club’. But it didn't answer the question, 

Who will be our international coaches in the 24st century? And how will they get their 
chance? You can't give important international coaching appointments to just any Kenny, 
Branko or Kossie. However, Ratcliffe, Murphy, Culina and others need to be given some 
exposure to international soccer so they are not totally unprepared should they ever be 
appointed to one of the coveted coaching jobs. After all, ET himself was Frank Arok’s assistant 
for several years and no matter how much he would deny it, he must have picked up something 
valuable in that time. If we don't qualify for the 1998 World Cup Finals or the 1996 Olympic 
Games Finals who will SocAus turn to? By the time the '98 WC comes around ET will be 51, 
Blanco 57 and Scheinflug 60. 

The Germans groom their younger coaches by allowing [hem to work within their national 
set-up to look, listen, learn and eventually take over fram the incumbent coach. Gurrent boss 
Bertie Vogts was Franz Beckenbauer's assistant and coach of the U-27 side for several years 
before taking over in 1990 and previous coaches such as Jupp Derwall and Helmet Schoen 
similarly learned the ropes and stepped into the job effortlessly when asked to take over. 

Why can't we allow the likes of Ratclifie and Murphy to work wilh Les, Raul and Ecidie for 
several years to benefit from their expenence and become better all-round coaches for it? At 
least in future we may have more than one qualified applicant when coaching positions are 
‘advertised’ 


The gloves are off! (But Tony lacks the right Punch) 


Just when you thought things could only get better (there's that phrase again!) the Federal 
Member for Barton - not unexpectedly - announces his retirement from one form of politics and 
his intention to enter another. The long-time Sydney Olympic, sorry, UTSO supporter found 
immediate support in the form of besieged Marconi president Antonino Labbozzetta who covlel 
hardly conceal his glee at the thought of seeing the back of Hill 

Much to Tony's chagrin, Punch decided not to stand against Hill, who will now be peeleoted 
unopposed on February 25, Hill will then have three years fo complete the jot te Nae starter 
(he came to office during John Constantine's three year fergn), butt how seernie conan a 
significant amount of his time in the near future will be Hghitind (he Choaprshote Hoty 
Labbozzetta and other traditionalists who seen intent on felting (hee garnet Sn aiid bi 
supporters al any cost [he latest shot acrosy Milly bow reo (ho for ofa ciorriane [asi 
endless accounts ancl receipts Fetatiig To overie as map Ainiinn Taved costs ex oenses inured 
in relation to the Slowarl Reportiolo, elo el) Dlepencling on how pedantic Tony and his bean 
of lawyers want to be, (his saqa fas The potential ia sidtellaoh (he GOinininthators from far more 
important issues 

Nobody is fooled, Tony's action: Heme Hiltle fo odor wilh) Soe Aue’ ® hiatal well berg 
But it has plenty to do wilh manntaninig bis acthontonian position within the cornieors of power It 
may be up to the courts te decide whether Ihe qarne in Austratio ts big enaugh tor both 
Labbozzetta and Hill. 


a 





Due to a few bits of late mail we have a bit of catching up to do, so settle back 
with a stubby of something, have a good read and ask yourself 


Did that REALLY happen? 


On the field.... 

JANUARY 

9 - The Olyroos whip an experimental West Adelaide line-up 4-0 at Hindmarsh Stadium in 
a trial game before the real stuff kicks off on the 73th. 

13 - The Victorian Premier League kicks off with a bang at Olympic Village as Heidelberg - 
despite going a goal down after two minutes - show they mean business this season wih a 
5-2 thumping of last season's runaway minor premiers Port Melbourne, with former West 
Ham substitute Peter Tsolakis scoring twice. 

44 - Vaughan Coveny hits a hat-trick as Sth Melb down the Knights 4-2 at Lakeside ina 
JWG ‘1st round 1st leg match. A-League hopefuls Bulleen and Thomastown Zebras (or is 
that Essendon Raiders’) draw 2-2 at the Veneto Club. 

49 - lan Dobson makes a winning AND losing start as coach of the Knights. They win the 
JW 2nd leg 1-0 but lose 4-3 on aggregate. John Markovski is sent off. 

20 - Wins for UTSO and Marconi ensure progress to the 1/4 finals of the JWC. Newcastle 
get a 1-1 In Brisbane to seal their spot in the quarters. Ad City and Canberra bath advance 
to the semis after the original draw offered them a 'bye’ inthe quarters. All attendances are 
well below average, indicating the fans are treating the comipetilion as senousiy as the 
clubs and the administrators. 

23 - South Melb defeat Marconi 3-2 in a thrillerat BJS. UTSO go ahead through a Kim 
Taliadores penaity but the Breakers storm back to win 3-1 

25 - The JWC semi finals see 3-1 home wins for South Melb fover Canberra) anc 
Newcastle (over Ad City). 

27 - South Melbourne win their first trophy for five years with a 3-1 victory over Newcastle, 
who have Glenn Sprod and Glen Moore sent off in the dying minutes. 

28 - Melbourne Warriors make it three wins from three starts with a 5-0 hammering of 
Springvale, Slobodan Despotovski scores four of ‘em, making it seven in three games 
FEBRUARY 

2? - Morwell scores a vital 2-1 away win at Newcastle as the Ericsson Cup resumes. 

3 - Brisbane stun Ad City (and everyone else!) with a 7-1 blitz which almost atones for their 
0-7 hiding at Hindmarsh earlier in the season, If these teams were horses they'd be 
swabbed Marconi go top with a 3-7 home win over Wollongong. Referee Con Diomis 
books TEN players 

4 - (none of the best games “SL has sewn all season, South) Melb defeal UTSO 2-1 
causing Olympic ta fall lo second place Bul the press are happier to focus on a head- 
butting incident post-match belwoen David Ratelifle and SM othaial Jim Armstrang, Across 
town the Knights are held 0-0 al home by Sydney Wid And @ big welcome back to Cyrille 
Ndongo-Keller who scores a late winner afler Cormng Gb At Hell Here Melty Weirrars® 
Slobodan Despotovski scores anuttie Tatty, Ths TINE OIE a 400 WIT a Orth Createtie 

In the Vie Youth Leaque, Latrate Valley (hunip } fanketor Teleu i 

7 -Ad City recover from ther mauling in Mniesbare foun eh Ve earhor do trounee Mural) 4&0 
with league top scorer Diana) Mori pickin Gy a hal lick 

10- Japan give a depleted Australia a harsh lessen with @ 4-1 thumping at Wollongong 

14 - But a rejuvenated Oe bounce back witha 3-0 blitz in Melbourne 


and off 

DECEMBER 

12 - Former FIFA referee Don Campbell is appointed the Director of Coaching for thie Souin 
Australian Referees Association. Meanwhile Adelaide City 1s to start marketing i) rarnjenot 
merchandise associated with Damian Mors ‘world record’ goal, 

13 - Port Pine Savoy are admitted to play in the 1996 Sth Oz Stale | vague 


45 -FRaul Blanco confirms he |S an applicant for the full-time position of Clyroo coach. 

48 - David Hill announces that SocAus wants the Socceroos in the top 25 of the FIFA 
rankings 

49 - UTS Olympic are to enlist the services of Federal MP Gary Punch to deal with debts to 
the tax office. Hey, there's nothing like friends in high piaces.... 

27 - Coaching appointments in the Sth Oz Premier League include Nei! Bonnar at 
Salisbury Apaches and former NSL player Robert Marwe at Adelaide Raiders. 

28 - West Adelaide midfielder Mark Brazzale joins Ad City for 56,500. 


JANUARY 

5 - Former West Ad coach and player Nick Pantsaras is re-appointed as coach of Sth Oz 
Premier League club Enfield City. 

9 - West Ad signs 18 year old midfielder John Cutillo from Adelaide Biue Eagles. 
Meanwhile Basil Scarsella denies that ethnic emblems/colours are to be phased out, 

11 - David Leane is re-appointed coach of SA State League club Cumberland Foxes. 

15 - Ad City player and former Socceroo Joe Mullen retires from the A-League but will stay 
involved with the Zebras by coaching their State League team. 

16 - New Knights coach lan Dobson resigns from his post as coach of Victoria. Nick Orlic 
will sign for Sth Melb, but won't be cleared unti! Sth have played UTSO. Morwell Falcons 
sign Fijian U/23 captain and midfielder Esala Masi SA Premier League ciuo White City 
Woodville sign former Ad City utility Michael Brooks fromm 1995 champions Adelaide Blue 
Eagles. They also place former Sharks midfielder Eddie Briscoe along with State team 
midfielder Kevin McCormack on the transfer list 

18 - The Con Boutsianis saga takes a new twist as Apollon (Greece) bid a reported 

$25 000 fer his services less than two weeks after his $10,000 transfer to Melbourne 
Warriors (Heideiberg), The Warriors have suggested $50,000 would be more appropnatell 
Former Socceroo Alistair Edwards returns to UTS Olympic after a successful spell o/s. 

23 - Richmond is the latest AFL club to enter discussions with a Melbourne soccer club. 
They have reportedly been having discussions with the Melbourne Warriors board. Other 
rumours suggest Collingwood have also spoken to the Warriors 

25 - Paul Okon is awarded the Golden Boot in Belgium. He is only the fourth foreigner - 
and first non-European - to win the MVP award, 

96 - Sheffield United manager Howard Kendall offers Carl Veart to Adelaide City for 
$340,000. City say no for now, but they do have plans to sign an overseas player next 
season, Meanwhile, rumours abound that West Ad will be coached by Zoran Matic next 
season if Raul Blanco gets the Olyroo coaching job. Er, what do we mean if..? 

30 - SocAus is forced to abandon the investigation into the Knights / Breakers melee on 
Jan 7 after a communications link with Adelaide (for Danny Tiatta to give evidence) breaks 
down, Meanwhile, former national league club Preston (now in State League division one) 
welcome the arrival of former Macedonian national coach Andon Doncevski who coached 
Preston in the 80's, He ts expected to be in charge for three years 


FEBRUARY 

4 - The investigation into the Knights / Breakers melee finally (aches @ conelubioan wilh 
Danny Tiatto fined $2,500 (a national league recored) = Cithars Hoe wiciiicie onan Meuron 
(1,500), Mark Silic (1,000) and Craig Carter (1,500) Peery CP et ueg ere POM Tir vern lem avett 

On a brighter note SocAus confi (ore ane a tulalbol OS a@piontiaiie fot pilates We reed 
seasons Ericsson Cup Incr one for Mew Jnealane JA dittie Thr arcu iies 
a1a& man squad for the upcoming Japan fietunes 

2 =Kevin Muscal swiilltiwe lilt jie OTE GT ot Te yet nano Hie l Ws phy Wall Sl (Veli 

6 -Peter Hugg is annOninoed an oonnpy Hihon Ooi’ (eae cet) for thie ADO Olyeipies 

7 = The APL warns that clube riay be wi bree ot Tier oer should Trey deaice to feta a 
team in the Ericsson Gup Ve haven't Pearl [ier Last Ot tits nn 

8 - 30 days after we thought thie lid Had been) pion Mie Syeliey EMa / Marcon charnia, 
SocAus slash the original lines lor Awantheles (O00) and deMarigny (51500) ta S500 and 
reduce Marconi's Suspended fine tram $10) 000 la So OO) 





Late news and gossip...... 






so What happened to JEF United? 
HP Just when we thought we'd have a chance to look at touring J-League side JEF United up 


pops some unexpected hurdles, For those of you who were looking forward to checking ‘em 
out in the curtain-raiser at the Bob Jane Stadium may have been surprised to see a womens 
match between a Victoria Select Team and the Australian U-21 Tearn (or is that the Young 
Matildas?), Anyway, it seems that everybody was happy far JEF Utd to play South Melbourne 
in the early game except Frank Arok. Naturally the administrators felt that a few more ‘Hellas’ 
fans may have dragged themselves along to boost what was a truly shocking attendance (less 
than 5,000!) but that doesn't explain the lack of press coverage given to the change in 
amangements. JEF finished up playing the VIS (again!) at Port Melbourne at 3:30 that 
afternoon. The VSF DID notify the mainstream press, but naturally the details were never 
printed. On a brighter note verbal agreements have already been reached with JEF to come 
back next February, along with fellow J-Leaquers Urawa Red Diamonds. Sponsored by 
Mitsubishi (the company, not the midfielder), the Reds have previously gone to Adelaide for 
pre-season work but after chatting with JEF (not Jeff!) they have decided to come to 
Melbourne next year. There's another reason for Sth Aussies to whinge... 

We should also point out JEF were quile keen on a number of local products including Joe 
Spiten, Fausto DeAmicis and VIS goalkeeper Peter Vols, who is expected to be number one 
choice in Les Scheinflug's next national youth squad, JEF receive a steady stream of 
videotapes from Victoria so don't be surprised if a few players head for the land of the yen in 
the coming months. 

One other paint. Given the number of Asian clubs doing their pre-season work in Gz, it 
seemed strange that nobody bothered to orqanise a couple of four team tournaments for the 
various guests, Maybe next year... Although the all-in-braw! that ended the UTSO / Daewoo 
Royals match 25 minutes early means their invitation won't be sent Express Post!!! 


Does he know something we don’t? 

Essendon Community & Sporting Club appear to have the Melbourne front-running in the 
race for A-League membership, but the shutters were down when 'SU' enquired whether the 
resignation of Roger Hampson as general manager of the football club would upset their bid. 
Apparently his resiqnation does rot take effect until the end of February but no-one at Windy 
Hillwas prepared lu say whl Hits platis willbe come March 1. Funnily enough, that's when 
SocAus are likely lo make an announcenien! on which A-l eaque applications have been 
successtul Co-ncidenac’? 





Raul gets the job - but not just yet... 

Bit of confusion surrounding the recent apparent of foul Maree to the Olyroo coaching 
position, with a number of fans thinking he'll be ws charge stright away Nolse ET wall 
continue to run the Olyroas through lo the completion of (ie 2996 cen age then hated aver 
the reins to Raul, allowing him to scan the country seareting for fis text squad, still widely 
tipped to take their place in the Fticsson Coupon the 1907/98 season 


Is that State-of-Origin series just around the corner? 

A browse through the 79oo Vietonan soccer calendar shows no sign of any scheduled 
matches acainst oller stale leaque combos so we thought we'd ring Soccer House to check 
whether this way anoversight Mo way, say the VSF_ They reckon ihe Peter Gray approved 
S00 series is on (he way, with only the fine print to be sorted out, Presumably that means the 
scheduling as well, It's a tricky one, but here's hoping SocAus don't treat a SoO series they 
way hey treal the Jahnnie Walker Cup, 





Another mixed bag this month as some people still don't understand what 
soccer in Australia should be all about. Yep, its time once again to 


Get the book out! 


First up this month is our old mate Danny Tiatto wno cops yet another Yellow card, this 
time for his comments on World Sports (Feb 1) prior to the tribunal hearing into the 
infamous Knights / Breakers fracas on Jan 7. Now we know we gave Danny a red in SUS 
for his part in the melee, but to suggest to WS "I didn't really connect so I'm not really too 
worried about it..." displays gross ignorance of the clean-up being undertaken by SocAus in 
general and David Hill in particular Tialto received a record individual fine of 52,500 for his 
actions and we reckon he was lucky to escape with that. Besides, a quick whip-round at 
Somers St should see that paid in no time., 


Red Card to ET for playing Craig Moore, Goran Lozanovski, Danny Tiatto and Joe Spiteri in 
our final Olympic qualifier against the Kiwis when all four were one yellow card away from 
being suspended and missing out on our Olympic play-off against the Concacaf runner-up 
The unthinkable happened and Craig Moore was duly booked. !n cur opinion itis ET whoa 
should be booked for even contemplating risking our (as ET wauid say) ‘quality’ players 

The fact that nobody seemed ta know the rules indicates just how far we have to go. 


Yellow card to all those Victorian coaches who failed to take advantage of watching a real 
professional outfit (JEF Utd) on the training track and the playing field. Apparently only 
Andy Bozikas was a regular, Maybe the other coaches already know whai its all aboul. , 


Red card to the Brompton Park Hotel in Adelaide, more commonly known as the Penalty 
Spat Hotel. Situated only five minutes walk from Hindmarsh Stadium, ‘SU was happy to 
make a booking and rang a second time later in the week to confirm it Upon arriving at the 
pub we saw a sign onthe door 'Openat400pm' At4 40 we gave up wailing I not fay 
the actions of one of our Adelaide subscribers (who displayed the sort of hospitatiny Sth Ce 
is famous for) it would've been a very uncomfortable might ‘So if anybody is ever 
considenng having a beer before a game al HINninansh) aici is Urea dlocit vessrlinngy Ube 
Penalty Spot, DON'T! They don't deserve (he support of any soccer lars 


And would you believe it, the refs done ahammy! Fear not, though, Here 
comes the fourth official (Lou Maratos) with a few cards of his own.... 


Red Card to Eddie Thomson for verbally coaching from the grandstand clurinrig the Olyrripne 
qualifiers. Totally unprofessional Thommo! 


Red Card to the ground announcer at Hindmarsh Stadium, during the Olympre qualifiers, 
for embarrassingly trying to whip up enthusiasm amongst the sparse crowds for Ihe ethwls 
of the likes of Vanuatu and the Solomon Islands. Also for introdiieing, lot tie tired Gate 
between Australia and New Zealand, the teams as "New Zealand vermis (he Clyicni"| 


Yellow card to David Hill for being amongst the coaching staf dui He Witerriatinnieal 
against New Zealand in Newcastle. 


Red Gard to all A League clubs that don't have encugh mateh programmes printed for the 
spectators That's nol even taking into consideration thei coment Of thie lack al any 
entertainment pre qane or at hall-time on match days! 


Yellow card to John Markoveki tor occassionally trying to incite trouble off The pitel cine 
games. 








Andre Kruger (Hamburg) is an Oz soccer fan who was So pleased to receive some copies 
of ‘SU’ he thought he'd do us a favour by tracking down Mark Schwarzer and Ned Zelic! 
The dialogue was German, with initial translation by Andre. The ‘Ed’ has ‘tidied it up’ a bit... 


A Quick Chat with Mark Schwarzer... 


A.K. Mark, can you tell me the difference between the training with Dynamo Dresden and Kaiserslautern 
under your new coach Friedel Rausch? 

M.K. At Kaisersiaulem we work much more with the bail then at Dresden. | can say that everything at 
Kaiserslautern is much more professional. 

A.K. Did you know when you transferred to Kaiserslautern how hard it would be to be the number one 'keeper 
with Andreas Reinke and Gerald Ehrmann at the club? 

M.K. Yes, nowhere its easy fo work as a football player, the cornpetition is great. Do you know a soccer club 
with two good goalkeepers like here in Kaiserslautern? | know | have to work hard to get a chance. 

A... How did it feel to play for the first time in front of a fanatical crowd at the Fritz Walter Stadium at the 
Betzenberg? 

MLA. /iwas unique fo play before a crowd like the one at the Befzenberg. They are rea/ fantastic 

AK. Would you like at play longer in the Bundesliga or do you dream about a transfer into the English or 
ltalian leagues? 

MLK. Atthe moment I'm happy to play in Germany, but a chance fo play in a foreign country is always 
interesting. 

A.K. The best Australian goalies are moving to England: Bosnich, Kearton, Kalac. What do you think of your 
chances of playing for Australia? Are you still interested in playing for your country? 

MLK. Yes! Of course | want lo play for Australia, But! know that fo get a chance, | first have to play every 
week in the Bundesliga, 

A.K. Have you been in contact with Eddie Thomson since you moved to Germany? 

MLK. | spoke to him just once, last year in Dresden. 

A.K. Do you want to play for Australia in the coming World Cup qualifying matches (for 1998)? 

MLK Yes, i's my great aim fo play for Australia in France. 

A.K. Do you enjoy living in Germany? 

ALK. H's okay. Ils different here than in Australia, but its okay for my girlfriend and me. | know | have to doa 


A.K. Thanks Mark, and good luck for the future. 
Andre would like to thank ex-international Rainer Geye for giving him the opportunity to speak 
with Mark 


..and an even quicker one with Ned Zelic 


Andre snatched a few words with Ned during one of the numerous indoor tournaments played 
during the lengthy winter break. 


A.K. Ned, you didin'l play in the frat Indoor tournament for Frankfurt What is the problem? 

NZ. I gol sorne new football bools ane attor the last trary sesuen | had rouble wilh my feel They are full 
of bubbles and ifs very painful to welh 

AK. Oh, but every player knows tie fis te go will trenw Eecotes onto (ie Laalituitot 

NZ. (Laughs) Now / know il! So lll dal reel lire 

A.K. You played for QPR bul you carne back to Cernny Whotwes the problern there? 

NLZ. Yes, nobody understands hatan Austin couldnt the iveng ia Loader, bubits tie! fehetn't feel weil 
there, and from the first day | wanted fo gu feck to Ceormany sorb was dlappy tomove: to Prariktart 

A.K. You wanted to play libero in orld bol you dida) (et iany Chences ALP ranktunt Mantned Binz is 
libero - do you still want to pliny in thal postin? 

ALZ. | mever saicl (fave fo play the, Miele a dlecrsran fot ie Coal 

AK. But you like to play i thie postion 

NZ. Yes. of course Hs roy feveurte position, Bul / can also play in midfield, We have four or five weeks until 
the season rosters | fave to falk lo the coach to find a solution. 

AK, Do you want to show Dortmund that itwas a mistake to let you go to England? 

NZ. No, no | had wo more years on my contract at Dortmund but / wanted to move because | wanted to 
play soccey, Naw | know jl was a mistake lo move to QPR bul | arn lucky to come back and have the chance 
io play in the Bundesliga again. Sorry, | have to go back to my team 

A.K, Okay Ned, good luck for your career in Germany. 


Anthony Fensom sticks the spotlight on Frank Farina 
by detailing his background and then having a yarn with the man himself, 
discussing the A-Leaque, referees and his national dream-team| 


Farina fires Brisbane to the top 


The scoreline said it all, Brisbane 7, Adelaide City 1. In barely three months the Bnsoane 
Strikers had avenged a 0-7 loss to the Zebras at Hindmarsh Stadium to consolidate a position 
amongst the top three football clubs in the country Those seeking an explanation for 
Brisbane's mast successful season in the National Leaque need look no tunher than the 
addition of a proven ex-Soccerco striker and Queenslander, Frank Fanna. 

For on a night in which a delirious 5,000 odd Brisbane supporters witnessed a remarkable 
victory, Farina contributed a hat-trick of expertly finished goals to move within one goal of 
current league top scorer Damian Mori, Frank Farina's international experience has added an 
extra dimension ta the Strikers, further strengthened by the addition of Queenslanders 
Brayshaw and Gynne and Socceroo Jason Polak, 

The Frank Farina story is one of commitment, dedication and determination to succeed, 
qualities integral to success at the highest level. This article will atternpt to trace Farina’s 
career and canvass his views on how the game may progress further in Australia. 


Frank Farina began his football in Cairns during the 1970's, representing the region at 
various age tournaments and winning the Queensland Schoolboys title while playing for Far 
North Queensland, His break into professional football however began in 1982 when Farina 
was awarded a scholarship at the AlS in Canberra. Whilst in Canberra, Farina was selected 
for the Australia Youth team to participate in the 1983 World Youth Cup in Mexico, also 
winning the leading goalscorer award at the Under 21 national titles, Canberra's then national 
league team, the Canberra Arrows, signed Frank in 1983, aged 19. A year later, Farina was 
selected in the senior national team, and in 1985, transferred to Sydney City, winning the 
National Cup in 1986, In 1987 Farina joined powertul Sydney club Marcon, winning the WSL 
Plaver of the Year and top goalscorer awards for that season The next year Marcon became 
national leaque champions, helped along by Fartina's goalsconng prowess (leading qoalseare: 
again), 


The big break for Frank however was the 1990 Olyrpic Garnes in Seoul, in whieh Te 
scored the winning goal against a tull-strength Yugesiavia Such efforts were hot Lrinohced 
and after having been named Oceania Player of the Year for 1988, Farina was offere| 
contracts from a number of Euiopean clubs, including Club Brugye of Belyrunt anal (taj tub 
Split of Croatia. Eventually Club Brugge won his signature. and Farina helped the tear ta 
third place in 1988-89, qualifying for the UEFA Cup. His second season however was ltr 
most successful, with Club Brugge winning the championship, Farina finishing leactini 
goalscorer in the Belgium league and being voted Best Foreign Player. 

In 1990-91, Frank helped Club Brugge win the Belgium Cup, before being approached by 
italian Serie A clubs Bologna, Genoa and Bari, Bari won the auction for Fanna, paying ch") 
million transfer fee in 1991, Farina being the first Australia player in the prestigious Serie A 
Unfortunately, after having played some nine or ten games without scoring, Baris Coach war 
sacked and Farina was loaned out to English club Notts County, Subseauently he was 
transferred to French first division side Strasbourg in 1992, sccring approximately sixteen 
goals in forty games, before a falling out with the coach (due to interruptions Caused by 
Australia's 1994 World Cup qualifying campaign) led to a move to Lille in 1994 Mite to inniry 
problems Farina only played a limited number of games for Lille before deciding after the enc 
of Australia's World Gup sanpaian to return to Australia, The desire to raise a family in the 
more temperate climate of Queensand was a major reason for firs refurn home, and the 
Strikers gained a proven wileralional stikert, perhaps the final pirssitig: tghentient bat sit ns. 

Thirteen years have passed sinioe the Introduction of Farina to the national league: cure 
which many changes have occurred tothe qame The wews of Frank should iereiare: ie 
carefully considered by all those wilh an interest iy Muri prodtesetig The anne biawey 1 TVET 





Firstly, according to Farina, the standard of the national league has vastly improved over the 
past decade, despite the 'player drain’ overseas, 

"We've come 2 fang way in ten vers... the standard of the leaque has improved areatly. 
The players are much younger and technically much better. Ten years ago, a lot of imported 
players played in the national league, players from counties such as England, Scotiand and 
fhe former Yugoslavia. Naw however it consists of mostly home-grawn plavers. which is 
better for the game here“. 

The changes imposed by the new administration led by chairman David Hill have been 
resisted by some, bul on the whole, have the full support of Farina, who has been used to 
playing in a professional environment. 

"We're still struggling to find the best formula, but we're on the nght track... the league 
should expand nationally, including New Zealand. Soccer has the highest participation rale 
of all the football codes in Australia, it just needs to improve its marketing as an 





ir event". 
Regarding the ethnic debate, Farina believes there's "no need to wipe it (Ethnicity) oul", 


Over time, clubs will have to expand to encompass supporters of all onains. in ofder ta remain 
Viable. The best hope for the future is to get the national league clubs involved in Asia, 
through a UEFA Cup / Champions League style competition. Such a competition would bring 
large sponsorship and advertising revenues fram Asian companies, further assisting the 
march towards professionalism in Australia 

The only problem for Farina upon his return to the national league nas been the standard 
of refereeing. A dubious last-minute penalty awarded against the Strikers when playing 
Olympic was harshly cniticised by the coach and players, reminiscent of Olympic's entry to the 
94/95 semi-finals with an injury-time penalty against the Parramatta Eaoles 

“The standard hasnt improved over the past ten years... At the beginning of the year, all 
the players and coaches were instructed on (he new rules applying in the league, but many 
of them aren't being consistently applied by the referees, More training is required for 
referees in adaition to a tnbunal which could judge the performance of the players, officials 
and referees after every match’. 

such a tribunal could operate similar to tribunals in other football codes, exarnining 
incidents on video-tape and holding hearings into such matters as opposed to the present 
more haphazard system, The aim of the tribunal would not just be disciplinary, but also to 
educate and assist referees and players. 


Afler defeating Ganberra 2-1 away on February 10, the Strikers have now gone ten games 
without defeat, with Fania cantributing twelve of the team's 34 goals. The prospects of 
Brisbane gaining its litst ever national championship have greatly improved, wiih Farina 
confident of success 

"Brisbane are Capatile of witty he league We have the squad to wir the league, with 
the depth, considering (he six players cunmaty injured (inctuding & Cranney, Jackson, 
righ) Our ain al the starlol ther season Was to horetin the top see with basically a three 
year plan Now we car avin lot linjher"™ 

suncorp Stadium, according lo} fark te “he beat pile in Australia’ altheuaty in fairness 
to the Lakeside Stadium, the Stilo are yet dew Cotaerniny the nahanal team, Farina is 
a strong supporter of current coach | ddie Thoneonioe (he Dest iano tie jal However, 
current captain Pau! Wade coulboonsicen fetininig as Prank cheb rein aracelully instead of 
being pushed) Tlie arqunnent fas been well advanced by such commentators as Branko 
Culina and Jenininiy YWerrin WHE players suchas bony Bopovie, Aurelia Vidmar or Alex Tobin 
all strong conor tore 


Coach Farina's national dream-team is as follows: 
Keeper Mark Bosnich 
Sweeper, Paul Okon 
Stoppers: Alex Tobin, Andrew Marth 
Left-back: Jason Van Blerk Fight-back: Tony Vidmar 
Right-midfield. Robbie Slaler Centre-midfield: Ned Zelic Floating-midfield: Aurelio Vidmar 
Right fanart? Graham Arnold / Mark Viduka = Left-fonward’ Steve Corica 


s ] 


This dream-team certainly could have managed a better display against the Japanese at 
Wollongong, and would be strong contenders against any side. 


Finally, the player who has most impressed Farina during the present season is none other 
than his Brisbane Strikers team-mate, Sean Cranney Cranney has been unfortunate in 
developing an injury just prior to the visit of Japan and Sweden 

The prognosis fram Frank Farina therefore is promising for every supporter of the round- 
ball game in Australia. The national league is rapidly approaching the goal of professionalism, 
with the future being in enmeshing the league with the prosperous Asian leaques to the north, 
In the meantime, professional players such as Frank Farina have set the standard for the rest 
of the league to follow, both in terms of promoting the game to the general public, and also for 
on-field performance. The Oceania debacle has only provided more evidence that Australia is 
best served in linking with Asia, rather than remaining in a shallow backwater that the nval 
codes in the country would prefer the World Game to remain, 


Once again Nick Guoth suppiies some 


NEWS FROM THE CAPITAL 


So another month has passed, but unfortunately things havn't gone too well for the 
Canberra Cosmos. The so called break turned out to be as hectic as the normal season arid 
hence none of the players were able to recover from their injuries. Having made it through 
December with a number of successes, Cosmos coach Mike Lyons was named Coach of the 
Month. This was a well deserved honour as he has moulded the team into one that can win 
any match on any day and has now moved well into contention for a finals spot. The Johnie 
Walker Cup saw the team play two matches against West Adelaide with a draw away and 4 
win at home. This meant that the Cosmos had a free run to play South Melbourne in the 
semi-finals, Unfortunately, with a number of players injured or out through suspension, the 
team lost 3-1. So far, in the second half of the season, the Cosmos have played two matches 
Both of these have been 2-1 losses, though the team had many chances to win. The main 
problem at present has been a combination of injuries, suspensions and international duties 


On the injury front, the team has been without midfielders Lachlan Armstrong, Michael! 
Garcia and Norman Kelly for quite a few matches. Kelly made an appearance against 
Brisbane, but couldn't last more than just over halfa game. Armstrong will be back in a few 
weeks again, and will hopefully stay on the park for more than 1 minute. There is no word on 
Garcia as yet. Also on the injury front is news that young star goal-keeper Danny Milosevic 
has been training very heavily and it would jot be a surprise to see him Back on the park this 
season. One of the main reasons why Danny has been training so heavily Is that the team is 
now down te one goalkeeper wilh Steve Mautone on his way to Wes! Ham. Steve was on loari 
to Canberra from South Melbourne. 


Latest news is that ex-local Tony Gianasca may return to help out. The number of iryiuriws 
and suspensions has caused the team to grow and now there Nave been 30 players on (te 
roster at some time or another The latest inclusions have been Peter Mazis, Gus Cerra, Thin 
Mihaloglou and Alex Casto Of these, only Theo has not had a game yet. Alex Castro lias 
turned oul lo be a very qond prekup irom the ACT Academy 
He is. a good attacking midhedien aod has even scored, The Academy, whilst putting out 
these good players. have (heniecives Tiithed cancneted then pliee ini the: Taped Ob thie eonitts 
Northern Division AL thie enennenit i tenes ter be Marcon, “yelreey (lente) ADS ged he 
Academy who will make (Ne fitals ine player who shities ewery week iy Liddy WVieGnh ati 
it won't be too Jong before He folie Fis anion ot playing fot (hie Corrie bean 








Why would anyone travel interstate to watch a formality? 


. New Zealand B ) lasophi fter t! | isi 
‘Studs Up' starts to. wonder whether it was all worthwhile as ew Zealand coach Bobby Clark was philosophical after the game, visibly relieved that 


his team had avoided a complete mauling. He resorted to the 'Coaches book of cliches’ 
and came up with such gems as "Full credit to our lads for hanging in, Good teams make 


Th @ A UH S Ss 1es d O it 2 asy. ee yet ag a Li space, We'll see if we can take something from the game, We kept going for the full 90 


South Australians have no hesitation is telling everyone that Adelaide is the soccer capital minutes, Australia is a very good side, top marks to them, At least we kept our shape and 
of Australia. It's been said so often the rest of Australia has started to believe it, so the City of Giscipine, We name here bo play: arid enjoy it, We can't wait to play the next round" He 
Churches seemed the perfect choice as host city for the Oceania Olympic qualifying senes. ao thought they were @ bit unlucky as “the fourth goal was obviously handball.” but 
Maybe it was, but with so much happening off the field the matches themselves almost interestingly thought the pattern of the game was similar to the All Whites O-? defeat at the 
became incidental. From the outset it seemed that nothing would stop the Aussies from hands of Uruguay last year. He pointed out that his team contained six or seven '76's, 
advancing to the Concacaf play-off, as Vanuatu were orushed 9-1 and the critics of the Pacific indicating that the bulk of his team were too young and inexperienced to cape with a team 
confederation were out in force. Personally, | felt embarrassed that Vanuatu scored, and one that put on its best performance of the toumament 
wonders whelher Mark Babic or Frank Juric will ever live down ‘that goal! While most of us a 3 
probably had a bit of a giggle over Vanuatu getting on the scoreboard it was the first of many By ‘half-time’ Oz nad a handy lead at the top of the table, New Zealand's shack defeat 
signs that the Olyroo defence cannot be trusted without over-age players. at the hands of Fiji only confirmed that the second half of the 19 day event would hold little 

Although the Kiwis - in the final, meaningless match - were the only other team to convert, interest, aside from witnessing the odd goalscoring record. Sadly, Australia were unable to 
each of the other minnows threatened by simply outpacing our sluggish defenders and produce anything startling due to the sheer wastetulness in front of goal and lack of variety 
although Okon is most often mentioned as a possible solution to the backline deficiencies | when it came to set Desay ) : 
would suggest that ET seriously considers using Milan Ivanovic in the role, The guy has the Oz must have received over one hundred free kicks around the perimeter of the box 
required 'big match experience’ and although Okon is a far more creative player Australia has throughout the tournament but repeatedly chase ta chip the ball in the general direction of 
enough trouble scoring once against quality opposition without having to score twice or thrice. the back stick haping for a clear header fram Moore, Viduka, Babic etc, yet very few goals 
If Thomson insists on fielding ‘safety first’ selections then Milan is the man to trust down the Fesuhed irom ints factic Srid one Wonders whether Australia nave mary ahi Mp they 
back, Of course, all this specualtion on over-age players will be pointless unless Oz can sleeve for future Opponents. The overall quality of shooting bli: BSG By, win only Tiatle 
overcome a CONCACAF opponent in late May / early June. Signs were present in Adelaide and Lozanovski showing consistency, and the quality of Oceanic goalkeeping meant that 
that the Olyroas attending the Olympic finals is not a formality. BIEN EMTS PAINS TARE AMERY GUVs CIS. 







The second phase of the competition began with Australia spanking Vanuatu 12-0 
despite Oz fielding a virtual reserve team. Bolton, Casserley, Alagich. Buljubasic. Bacak 
and Milicic all started and none of them can be over confident of being on the plane to the 


The long held view that Australia were ‘too big’ and ‘too professional’ for Oceania was 
challenged during the host's second match when the infamous ‘teamsheet debacle’ occurred. 
To say that the system employed by Austrailia (for filling out teamsheets) was wrong is to enjoy 


the benefit of hindsight, but to think that the Australian coach does not fill out. or at least US in July. halt 
check the teamsheets is so incredibly naive it defies belief. Australia were correctly docked A first half hat-trick from Bacak - a late inclusion to the squad - was insufficient to earn him 
the three points and the Solomon Islands had their first ‘victory’ over us. It would be easy to a starting spot in any other match, such is the loyalty shown to Viduka and Spiten, although 
pass this farce off as Irrelevant - as it had no real bearing an the final standings - but the Viduka must surely have tested even ET's patience with the number of golden opporturnias 
thought that it may have happened when something WAS ai stake makes us sick. The fact he squandered. |n years to come his tally of six goals (seven if you count Lozanovsk''s 
that SocAus decided no official action would be taken against Peter Gray only serves to fuel second against Fiji) will read quite well, but the reality is he could have, perhaps even 
the rumours thal favours are shill being passed after the numbers-crunching of last years should have, had about twenty, Even Mark himself would have trouble denying that 
‘dumped clubs’ sage One wonders whal (ose 'an-side’ need to do to deserve a reprimand... sf 9s . . 
As for those ‘experts! whe Hheaught the (points) penalty did not fit the crime, what is the point of Comprehensive, if unconvincing, victories followed against Solomon Islands and Fi) to 
rules Wf you're Hot going 10 entoroe then? effectively wrap Up top spol, and not even another teamsheet bungle could prevent 

But back lo the action, and the thiteal of having points deducted ensured Australia showed Australia from topping the group, but for the finial game against New Zealand, Australia hact 
no mercy against Fiji, romping home 10-0 and leaving Us all wonderng how they could the opportunity to Impress the public thanks to 4 decision by SBS to televise the final gar 
possibly have beaten New Zealand wurlien in the touiament The Kiwis must have shuddered live throughout the country (except Sth Oz, of course). What the public made of it is 
at the thought of facing a rampaqing Oe Unit whowere approaching lop farm atter a lazy effort anyone's guess, but this writer was appalled 
against the Solomon Islanders. The Adelaide fans (uroed out in toree ta witness the anly Let's start with the starting line-up, Since the 4 Nation Tournament held last January 
match of the round-robin of real interest. |") say here wore wor iewlere bulweer 4-5, 000 Eddie Thomson was constantly asked for "more games against quality opposition", Here 
present (I'm not real good at guesstimating crowds), possildy mare anid they watched in awe was a tournament where there would be two games against New Zealand, who may not be 
as Australia completely outclassed their Tasman cousins lo lead 10 by (he twenty minute quality apposition but they were the toughest opposition we were likely to face in Adelaicle 
mark. Effectively the game - and the tournament - was aver As | | would confirm during the On that basis alone you would expect ET to field his strongest possible line-up. Especially 
post-match press conference the Olyroos were always in control, keopinig possession with when you consider that the final match was to be beamed live into the lounge rooms of 
ease and with New Zealand lacking pace Australia sprayed (he fall aloud the park and in people who might be curious enough to tune in to see what all the Olyroo fuss was about 
doing so often pulled Kiwi defenders out of position to allow | ovanoveki and [atte to get in What they saw wis a side lacking in intensity, imagination, and al times, interest To riike 
numerous dangerous crosses which deserved better finishing The third qoahie worth matters worse (he Kiwe carne: up wilh ther most impressive perormance of the senes pnil 
mentioning simply because tt was the best of the senes. Auslialia teyjauiieu possession in fully deserved then 10 win cespile Australia's late furry of corners © T's port rateh 
(heir own 18 yard box and ten quick passes later, Mendez pushed! thiroiigh a aoraeous pass comments were alecquinmulling To (he average: fain Tneleed ol ribestinngy Fite beans 
for Spiteri to run behind the Kiwi defence and push the ball past an approaching Mark Paston, lacklustre Performance He Prater IO CETTE RE His BETA TG piahey anit OW air’ Mesh pet 
The one sour note on the night was the Knee injury sustained by (sabre! Mendez, caused by a some games against Japan oi Melo ear nieuine 


sloppy pass ("stupid" according to ET) from Tsekenis which sen! a scare through the Olyroa 
camp bul Mendes showed no lasting effects and playacl wi the lial (livow palenes 





It seems that the coaching staff and administration are far more confident of reaching the 
Olympic finals than ‘Studs Up’ This current squad is a long way behind the team that finished 
fourth at Barcelona, and remember. the 1992 unit only won two games in Spain. 

The next crucial step is for ET or Les Scheinflug to get to Edmonton in May to witness the 
CONCACAF qualifying series. To not go Js to invite disaster, 


Okay, the fun and games are over. It's time for ‘SU" to put its head on the block and 
say who should stay and who should go. Our biggest problem is coming up with 
enough players who deserve to be considered, but here goes... 


Probables 

Goalkeepers: Mark Bosnich, Frank Juric Defenders: Craig Moore, Paul Okon (or Milan 
Ivanovic), Kevin Muscat 

Midfielders: Ned Zelic (if match-fit), Gabriel Mendez, Goran Lozanovski, Danny Tialto, 
Peter Tsekenis Forwards: Mark Viduka, Joe Spiteri 

Possibles 

Goalkeepers: Clint Bolton, Zjelko Kalac (if Bosnich unavailable) Defenders: Mark Babic, 
Sean Cranney, Paul Bilokapic Midfielders: Ross Aloisi, Nathan Day Forwards’ Aurelio 
Vidmar (farm/fitness. permitting), Ante Milicic 


Australian Olympic Team - Oceania qualifiers Jan 1996 


43 -Vanuatu 9-1 (Mendez 28, 47pen, Spiteri 30, 45, 65, Tiatto 51, Viduka 62, 83, Tome /2) 


17 -Solomonts 4-0 (Muscat 23, Mendez 2/pen, Aloisi 46, Tiatto 68) 

Result later reversed to 2-0 win to Solomon Islands 
19 - Fiji 10-0 (Viduka 29,76, Mendez 50pen, 64, Lozanovski 63, 65,Tome 81, 83, Aloisi 82, 

Milicic 89) 
21 -New Zealand 5-0 (Spiteri 1, 16, 55, Lozanovski 20, Viduka 57) 
25-Vanuatu 12-0 (Bilokapic 1, 56, Milicic 6, 31, Bacak 21, 39, 44, Tome 39, 
Lozanovski 29, 77, 87, Tiatto 70) 
27 - Solomon Is 7-0 (Moore 13, Spiteri 30,47, Mendez 38pen, 90, Viduka 41,Casserley 49) 
29 - Fiji 5-0 (Aloisi 3, Lozanovski 12, 78, Tiatto 24, Tome 91) 
a1 -New Zealand 0-1 
Van Sol Fiji NZ Van Sol Fiji NZ 


1, Frank Juric (Melb Knights) x m m x * 

18, Clint Bolton (Brisbane Strikers) A a x 
2 Vinko Buljubasic xo 

& Kevin Muscal (Sheffield! Utd) K rs AQ a x x 
4 Mark Babic (Sydney Utd) x x x x x Ss 
5. Craig Moore (Glasgow Rang)  * any x x MO My x AY 
16, Luke Casserley (Marean) " A 5 A Ss S A 
417. Richard Alagich (West Aclelaiche) x 5 5 x 
20. Paul Bilokapic (Syarmy |i) 0 x i i x s 
?. Peter Tsekenis (UUIS Olyrmipe)  <y m J xO % Xo 

10. Gabriel Mendes (Adi Warn jp x x x x xO x 


17, Danny Tialto (Meliy nigtibs) “| AY xO x x Xo Xx Xo 
12, Goran Lozanovaki (Ad Oily) xo S AY AK LA b fe) x Xo 


13, Ross Aluisi (Wool Adwlaide) x S AQ x KYO 

8 Joe Spiten (Melbourne Knights) xo. |0U KOCK S m Ry OM 
9 Mark Viduka (Croatia Zagreb) A x XY xO A s 
14 Ante Milicic (Sydney Utd)s x S ~O xO 

15. Norman Tome (UTS Olympic) 5 Ss Ss x S S x 


19. Joe Bacak (Melb Kniohts} x s 
Note: Ante Moric (Sydney Utd) - replaced in squad by Joe Sacak due to knee injury 


* 


3 months later... SocAus responds! 


You may remember back in ‘SU7' we told you we'd submitted a list of questions to SocAus 
regarding a number of contentious issues within the game. We had hoped to bring you the 
answers In ‘SUS’, but no response was forthcoming. 'SU9' came and went and so - almost - 
did ‘SU10", Our patience ran out. We rang HQ and pleaded for some answers of we were 
going to, um, do something we'd probably regret. The faxes arrived within 24 (working) hours. 
So, how difficult were the questions submitted last November? You be the judge. 


The Questions 

1. What are the current SocAus regulations regarding the lighting of flares at A-League grounds? What 
are the penalties? When was the last time a club was fined for breaches of the requlations? 

2, Who was on the ‘interim’ transfer tribunal panel that decided on the fees for South Melbourne pair 
Jason Polak and Francis Awaritefe? 

3, What was the outcome of the controversial ‘fence-climbing’ episode following last season's Grand 
Final? Were Silic and Kovacevic ever asked to explain their actions? 

4 What is the current status of the relegation issue? Is it likely we will see new or different teams in the 
A-League in the 1996/97 season? 

2, When, if ever, will SocAus publicly reveal the criteria used to exclude the three clubs from this 
season's competition? 

6. How does SocAus view the VSF's plans to eventually switch to summer soccer? 


7, What is the latest update on the SocAus Yearbook? iS 
| 
Naturally some of the questions are now obsolete, but a yerbal exchange with HQ revealed that 


SocAus is generally opposed to state federations running summer competitions which may affect 
Ericsson Cup attendances. 


The Response 

* As per By Laws the fines for flares vanes on the circumstances. The last club to be 
fined was South Melbourne in their round 72 match against Melbourne Knights. That fine 
was $3000, 

* The two players involved in the fence climbing incident were cautioned Melbourne 
Knights were also cautioned in relation to (his incident 

* The make-up for next seasons Enesson Cup will be announced early in Moreh after all 
clubs have been interviewed. 

* The critena for entry into this current season 1s availible to the public Soccer Atrstralia 
however will not make pubie the resulls foreach club 


In addition to the above, a copy of the relevant by-laws (flares, warning siqimacde slewards) 
was sent, as well as the (old) NSL criteria as set down in 1991. I'm sure we've all seer the 
new critena. Not much has changed, The system still allows for subjective judgements 
No real surprises then, but we believe it is worth re-printing By-Laws 59985910 (dated 
December 1995), just to set the record straight. 

§.9.3 It shall be the responsibility of each Club Secretary / Administrator to ensure that the 
club's CHIEF STEWARD Is fully briefed as to his responsibilities and kept abreast of all 
changes in procedures. 

5.9.10 (a) The Chief Steward shail, as soon as practical (and not later than 48 hours) afli 
any fixture submit a report in writing to the Ericsson Cup office in respect of any crawd 
disturbance or incidents, but not limited to: 

(i) Flares or fireworks (ii) Unauthorised flags or banners — (ii) Racist or ethnic chants or 
insults (iv) Any alter matters protibited uncer thes By-law 

(b) Such report shall indicate the following 

()) The number of ground slowards invattencdince aed (hen duties (i) The number of polia 
in attendance AND their doployrient (1) The ndinniber ot piivatie seconly officers on duty are 
their deployment (iv) Whial proveiones were in plane (where appropinialied) lo pirewerh soe 
matters (v) What action was taker ini fespiect af The iendlonl 


is the Chief Steward expected to 'dob In' his own club? Your thoughts to PO Box 53 








Programme review 


Again, many thanks to everyone (including clubs) that have sent in copies of matchday 
programmes for review. [f your programme hasn't appeared yet, please bear wath us as 
Space restrictions limit us fo main reviews per issue. The response has been excellent with 
a good variety received and more to come. Keep sending them in to our resident 
programme reviewer: 

Ewen Anderson P O Box 5155, Alexandra Hills QLD 4161 

In continuing with earlier reviews I'd like to look at a couple of issues that would be nice 
to see in each programme. There is always the ‘nice to have' and 'must have' features. 

I'll let you decide which category these fall into. There will always be those that believe that 
the size of the programme ts important. Many prefer AS (approx 150mm x 210mm) as this 
is handy, can fit into a pocket and is easy to store should you collect them. Others prefer 
the larger A4 (approx 210mm x 295mm) for their own reasons. Then there are those in 
between that make storage very difficult. AS is seen as preferred by the fans. A4 is 
preferred by marketing people because they can show off their flamboyant talents. Adverts 
are an important source of income for clubs. However, they can dominate a programme. 
The ideal situation is about 25% adverts mixed in with features, photos, statistics etc. 
There isn't any right answer. What are your preferences? 


Western Australia y West Ham United - May 19, 1995 
24 pages (6pp of ads) - Size: 149mm x 211 mm 
A very good issue with a good mix of features and a low ratio 


of adverts. Perhaps the only question to ask is why this issue 
didn't cover West Ham's other 3 games? 





Cover - Full colour featuring both teams colours and a colour picture 
of Tony Cottee. Match details are shown. Inside cover - Ad. 

1 - Introduction, photo & list of contents. 2- Ads. 3- Welcome to 
West Ham + photo. 4 &5- The original Dockers feature + photo of 
Bobby Moore. 6- Ads. 7 - Ron Tindall remembers + photos. 

8&9 -West Ham player profiles & pictures. 10 & 11 - Squad line- 
ups and photos + ads.) 72.8 13-WaA player profiles & pictures. 
14-Ad. 15 -Fealure on Robert Zabica & WA coach + photos 

16 - Info on curtain-raiser game + West Ham's tour programme. 

17 - Curtain raiser line-ups. 18 Photo of Kenny Brown 

19 - Did you know? 10 facts + photos 20) AILWA results against 
UK teams since 1904 Inside back cover Photo of Tim Breacke! 
Back Cover - Ad. 





There are 7 feature articles plus two double page spreads of player profiles The profiles 
are very informative whilst he articles on pages 4& 9S and are also interesting, This by 
Australian standards, i & Very (00d) Prognaniriie 


Ed Note: We can anawer bwen's Query as lowhy ts programme didn't cover the other 
games, The promotions (houghl thoy would produce a diferent programme (for the 
Melbourne maloh anyway) which, put bluntly, was a bloody rip-off. The Victorian (and 
Olyron’?) proqeamnimne was a 12 page affair which provided only the bare minimum in terms 


of information and foally should have been handed out free. | think they charged me $3. 


Adelaide City v Wollongong City - Dec 17, 1995 
24 pages (14pp of ads) - Size 150mm x 214mm 


Like their co-tenants, this programme flatters to deceive. The reason I've selected this 
issue to review Is simply the photo on the front cover. Damian Mori's World's fastest goal 
was seen all over the world and was as good a bit of publicity as the game in this country 
could ever have hoped for. 3.69 seconds! On with the review. 


Damian celebrating 3.70 seconds into the game v Sydney Utd. 
‘Zebras' is in red which brightens the front page. Inside cover - Ad. 
1 - Club directory & presidnet’'s message. 2- Fixtures & results plus | 
visitors rundown. 3 - Quick picks (news Snippets). 

4 - Next games, goalscorers, tables & squad line-ups. 5&6- Ads 
7 - Two action photos. 8,9,10,11-Ads. 12- Ads + club events. 
13- The Zebras Cage (snippes) + ad. 14 - Captain's Corner + ad, 
15-Ads. 16- Action Photos, 17 - From the Terraces + ad, 
18&179-Ads. 20 - Youth team line-up + ad 

Inside back cover & back cover - Ads with spot cover. 


Cover - Match details are given clearly along with a picture of 2 % [peg 
ty OH: ut | 


Too many ads is itin simple terms. What there is to read 
is interesting and varied. Whilst it ts important to 
acknowledge sponsors they do tend to dominate this 
programme. It would not take too much to make this one of 
the best programmes in the A-League. Just reduce the 
percentage of adverts! 





Johnnie Walker Cup (Competition Programme) - January 1995 
20 pages (5.5 of ads) - Size: 211mm x 297mm 


A glossy programme for the complete cornpetition thal looks qood on the outside but 
fails to deliver any worthwhile reading on the inside As with any programme of its kind, it 
carries no relevant up-to-date information and by the time the latter staqes of the 
competition arrives it is to day the least, a bittired Inthe past some clubs have chosen not 
to issue for the Cup games and so Soccer Australia ts doing for them However lo doa 
competition programme which represents an interesting read, you have to produce some- 
thing that is interesting to all clubs and their supporters. oe ) ) 


Cover - Full colour showing all 12 teams badges and picture I vie e *w, her Cup 
of last years winners. 2- Ad. 3- Past cup winners, details ; 

of the editorial team, message from D.Hill & the sponsors, 
4-Ad. 5- All the results, scorers, attendances and referees 
from the 94/95 competition. 6 - The 1996 Cup draw, 

7,8,9- The Form Guide! 4 teams per page, 50+ words per 
team + photo of one player, 10,11,12,13,14,15 - Half page 
on each team giving squad photo, club address and Tel.No., 
and squads, Also gives D.O.B, for each player! 16 - Ad. 

17 - Promo tor upcoming games Vv Japan & Sweden. 

18 - Ad for Soccer Australia maqazine + A-Leaque club & 
State Federation directory 14 20. Ads 


There was an Ad insert in tay copy prodiieed by Hie 
home side which represented a better read than the 
programme which was produced by the sare pooaple 
that produce Soccer Aust magazine Lillie inmacqinalion 
and flair is all that can be said for the conlent(s 
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NSW Super League Launch 


1 


A 'Studs Up' view.... 


six o'clock on a Monday night at an inrier-suburban soccer club seems reasonable enough, 
given that players are usually required to train from Tuesday onwards. But with all club 
presidents, coaches and captains invited many failed to make it by the appointed hour. It was 
meant to be a launch, put on for the media, but it turned into a pre-season reunion for old foes, 


including coaches and a hancful of players. Tony Pezzano, Agenor Muniz, Peter Katholos, they 


were all there. Even Canterbury's answer to Eric Cantona, captain and penalty ace 
supreme,Spiro Hantzis, was on hand to chew the fat, | 
Guest David Hill spoke briefly but purposefully for a man (at that time) under siege yet again 


from an expected challenger at the upcoming Soccer Australia elections. Sitting at his shoulder 


Peter Gray - the NSW chief who announced his decision not to run himself days earlier - spoke 
even more economically. The thrust of Hill's carefully chosen words was the job the State 
federations had to do to help lift the game's overall image. 

He mentioned the 200,000 players in NSW and the million ('?!'?) fans who have already 
passed through the turnstiles. at Ericsson Cup matches this season, a first forthe league. He 
explained the plan to lift the Australian team’s FIFA ranking from SO0th by beating Japan and 
Sweden. though the Scotland match was not referred to. And he stated his intention that the 
Socceroos would be aiming to reach the second stage in France, not just qualify for ihe 1996 
finals there. 


None of this was really related to the occasion, but kept the lew pressmen fully engaged. 
There was not a soul from the three metropolitan papers, radio or tv stations or even a spy from 
Australian Soccer Weekly. One lone AAP rep, a couple of local journos from inner Sydney and 
4 Studs Up ring-in was the sum total, apart from the Federation's own publisher, on deck to 
take photos. All the clubs were interviewed, through their senior players or coaches, by multi- 


After this interlude many mingled, including late arrivals from St George who got there just in 
| time for the supper, but missed the chat, claiming a mix-up over times. 'SU' noted Manly 


GPs: NSW media liaison man Dave Cooper, and it made for interesting listening. 


Seahawks promoter Johnny Thompson chatting amiably with Warringah Dolphins president 
Keith Pester, bearing out our understanding that the two clubs are co-operating well. 

The printed 1996 media quide was well produced and well received, but with a little more 
work could well have been worth making available to the general public, thirsting for knowledge 


as they always are As \l was, the Fecleration's scarce resources left the small gathering fighting 


over the few unused media kils left behind for those press who didn't turn up. Colourful fixture 
cards were on display loo and there were same other positive signs noticeable in the new 
season's draw. At last, lhe kneckoul wate wide Woratah Cup will be staged on weekends from 
the 4th Round stage, instead of or weeknights wher caehes traditionally have put out sub- 
standard sides and fans have slayer awoy in claves 

The several dates they have now sel aside in cichwinter make i more like an FA Cup 
competition and there is no excuse (his year Kol louse real home anc away mules and thus give 
clubs a chance to pull 4 sieabhe chowel ane prorote The qames propery Mincl you, the clubs 
were taken to task aquin for Hot qiviiu) (he (iecia anything to work wih dunng the season and 
were reminded that they have a job lade too to get exposure in the press. 

David Hill diplomatically skated around Meter Gray's push for a Sheffield Shield series, long 
Gray's own perioral hobby horse VWhile Gray pushes hard for ail states to be invelved in mid- 
season, Hill auiqqedts (hal funding for the proposed venture is dependant on sponsorship which 
is nat yet secured Gray's main thread this year is the revamped Super League competition 
format, which he said was modelled on the Korean K League and the Japanese J League, If 
we know anything abut it, itis definitely not based on the A League. It needs a nickname 
though, ancl S for Super is a bit too bland. How about the N League’ The League youre 
having when you're NOT having a League! That's a sentiment the players would endorse! One 
who was interviewed cheekily alluded to the pleasure of playing in two pre-season competitions 
this year! 





The gathenng was all very civil and polite, with the board members on one table with 
guests; media spread out on two more and club people elsewhere. All very cosy. Until one 
Canterbury official dared to ask a question out of turn when the floor was handed over to the 
media. Apparently a special day has been set aside for soccer at a fun park in Sydney's outer 
west. This will be ihe NSW chance to promote the game to ihe youtn of Ine cily, who will be 
looking for a diversion on what will be, for them, a big day out. Sensibly, ‘SU! feels, it would 
have worked well with an abundance of Super League players and coaches on nand to give 
demonstrations, encourage participation and provide free passes and souvenirs, photo 
opportunities etc, Instead, as the Berries man pointed out, there would be a ful! round of 
Super League at the time and no players or officials would be available. At leasi none from 
the semi-pro ranks anyway. Nothing changes does it’? 


Now its over to ‘Green Rover’ with Part 1 of hits 
preview of the 1996 season. Part 2 next month... 


This is going to be a very interesting year for Super League fans. The big fella - NSW 
President Peter Gray - has a vision for NSW soccer which includes modelling the top section 
on the J-League’. This means that the first round of 13 matches will provide one winner and 
the second round of 13 will provide another, with the two successful sides meeting in a one-off 
Grand Final at the end of the season. 

Should the same side win both ‘halves’, then, we are told, a special formula exists to 
determine who that side will play. Ho, hum. This isn't the first time we've had an experimental 
format to ‘whet the appetite of supporters’. Memories of the ill-fated combined competition of a 
few years back, where NSL clubs put in reserve sides, still make us shudder. Back then the 
two conference winners met in the finals and many regular rivals never met at all during the 
season, This constant tampering with the rules and the formal of competitions is much in the 
same vein as NSL penalty shoot-outs last season and does nothing to endear the adminis- 
trators to the soccer public, let alone to earn their loyalty. 


The season gets Under way much earlier too - 10th February - and has a mid-winter break 
to allow for clubs to take stock and perhaps play a Waralal) Cup game or two. Meanwhile, all 
the Super Leaque clubs have been active for some months in a special summer league for 
their Under 18 teams which will conclude at the mid paintot thie season 

It is all very complicated and confusing and Unless you're volved with the clubs and ‘in 
the know most of this will be a complete surprise, so little word has manged to get oul about 
it, They've dispensed with the Super League (winter) (hid grade sides, leaving just an Under 
21 team to back up the first grade. The whisper ts out that (hie is the Diner ot the: wedoe 
and the Federation wants to create a full-on surmmer competition i) Nowennber ta lun in 
tandem with the NSL. That would not be a popular move will many clubs 


in the Jead-up to the (almost) samimer season, 





Let's look at how the clubs are farin 


ADAMSTOWN ROSEBUD 1995-13th 1996 - 5th??? 

Slow starters last year, the Buds will hope that the local Adamstown Oval ts tn betler mie than 
last term when many games fell victim to the foul weather. Of course, if's a long way ta travel 
from Sydney and they don't want clubs to have a wasted journey, hence the early decision on 
games. The team is usually competitive and this year they could return to their best 


BANKSTOWN GITY LIONS 1995-6th 1996 -9th?77 

A mass defection to Parramatta Faqles, we hear, could spell gloom and doom for the prermers 
of 1994 who had a rather ordinary 1905 by Ihe owe standards They have brought back then 
4994 Under 21 tearm title-winning coach, Dawid Milialov lo fll the stioes left by last years 
departees Joe Watson and Ron Garry Whilst Gilbert, Reveley, Sours and Suyan have gone, 
they still have Antoine Avelling (who Pas Deen Horeynmiaanirig: i Eutoper) ane the migriy 
promising 20 year old Steve Eagleton Ovean Celik has been joined by His rother Gan and 
the rest of the side is going lo be parally jaw 





BLACKTOWN CITY DEMONS 1895-2nd 1996 -3rd?7?7 Canberra Cosmos faced a barrage of criticism, ridicule and general apathy 


Appainted Kelly Cross as coach, retaining Ken Schembri as Administration Manager. when they first entered the A-League, and quite a /ot of it came from their home 
Schembri still has occasional State tearm duties to keep his hand in as coach, while the town! But as Jumbo Trudqgeon explains, the locals have warmed to their gutsy 
youthful Cross is in overall charge of all the Demons teams. Former captain Andrew performances, 


Brockbank has hung up his boots, Scott Ashton has joined Parramatta, while David Scott is 
having a year off to play with his band, Ex Colo-Colo ‘keeper John Crawley, now back from 


Chile after leaving the Demons as a junior, will put pressure on regular custodian Dragan | Co Ss Vy b, S KY I / C Ki C 2 C r 1 f 1 C A) 


Pupovac this year. Always right up there and this year should be no different. 
BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES 1995-12th 1996 -12th7?7? 


New coach John Turner, Frank Arok's former right hand man at St George, has shifted his | | was interested to read in the December ‘SU! the brief article Cosmos = Nat out of this 
operation across from Mt Druitt, bringing corporate money and some players with him. world?' praising the Canberra Casmos and their efforts this season. This is NOt the only 
Away from soccer, Turner has a car dealership and will be putting the polish on a fieet of favourable press the club has recently received. It has been interesting to follow the local 
players who are fully road tested, including Marshall Soper. Craig Moffett comes in toc, along coverage given to the Cosmos, and to witness how the once critical Canberra Times now 
with ex-Mt Druitt men Paddy Agius, Jason Flynn and Jason King. They've lost goalie Cristian sees fit to praise the club and its players to the hill 

Gonzales, but retained Mark Nestorovic and are not sure about the fitness of Stefan Janic. . . 

They defeated Warringah 4-2 in a trial at Knight Park and were set to entertain this year's Throughout 1995, the Canberra Times had continually rubbished the ACT Soccer 
Serbian Centre co-tenants, Canterbury, on Feb 4. The new grandstand at the Serbian Centre Federation; both in regard to the structure and organisation of the local league, and the 

is expected to be ready for the start of the season on Feb 10. It will have 800 seats and the administration and playing staff of the fledgling Canberra Cosmos. Now, all af a sudden, 
roof will go on later in the year, so they have done extra well. On the field may be a different the slant of articles appearing have completely changed. Indeed, as the ciub embarks on 
story. its Johnnie Walker Cup campaign, the Canberra Times considers the Cosmos one of the 


favourites to take out the traphy. !sn't it amazing what a good run cf results can do! 


CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE OLYMPIC §=1995-3rd = 1996 - 11th The Canberra Times reporting probably reached its nadir with the printing of an article 


Lord only knows how their inner-city supporters will take to travelling all *he way out to | that allowed a host of ex Canberra NSL players to basically put the boot into the Cosmos 
Bonnyrigg, whose ground they will share this season. It's the back af beyond for them, but with . organisation, players, tactics and style, and (incredibly) the fitness levels of the playing staff! 
Arlington Oval so decrepit there was no choice and even their ex-President and current This article led to the feature screened on ‘On the Ball’ that prompted the December 'SU' 
Federation director, genial Jim Ronis, couldn't save them the tong trip this time. | column. To many in the Canberra football community, the article in the Canberra Times 
They have a new coach - last year's U-21 man Mike Nezeritis has the job - and new hope. It smacked of sour grapes, and many people felt that the disparaging comments were made 
could be a forlorn ane, though. Evergreen skipper Spiro Hantzis will have to lead ateam — by a set of jealous individuals who were disappointed not to be involved in the running of 
based on the club's famous youth policy, There will be no purchased players brought in this the Cosmos. To outsiders, the fact that these people were prepared to make such 
term Apart form Vlado Zoric, who is currently at Marconi and could be back later, all the unprofessional comments made it plainly obvious wny they are not , nor will they ever be, 
requiars are on deck They have been training well at Potts Park and have high hopes of involved in the organisation of a national league team 
qothing the council to agree to upgrade Arlington Oval We'll believe that when we see it! 

sg COAST 1995-Div1GF winners 1996 - 6th??? However, giving these critics the benetit of ihe doubt, there is a chance thal such 
he new boys will be oul ta impress and should give a good account of themselves - especially comments were made tongue-in-cheek, and in an attempt! to stimulate discussion. tt must 
at Plum Pare They lool to have lost afew good men to Newcastle, but the plus is that with be said that not many people | have spoken to hold this view, and There ale approximately 
Sper leadue oc other sore quialily players trom the Newcastle region could be tempted to four or five ex-Canberra NSL players whe no longer command any respect in Canberra 
travel in (he coppodite direction forthe higher steridarcl game each week. They will miss ‘keeper soccer circles. It also cormes as no surprise thal nothing has been heard from these 
Jowon Hlolines (back al Parramatta bagless) as well as Glen Sprod and Damien Brown who players since the Cosmos started to win a few games 
hive both been inthe spotliqht at Newcastle 
I's a sold side (haugh, and one whieh should be able to qet above: halt way In addition, the Canberra Times has not done itself any favours with its SUT NGG matoh 


reports, As an example, it is blatantly obvious to anyone wilh any knowledge of The qaine 
that Cosmos have been playing with three centre-halves and two full-backs bea ‘hack 
five’. Yet before an article actually quoted Mike Lyons using the term ‘bat live’, c-arilini 
Times match reports continually referred to a 'back four. Yes, you've guessed tl, since thie 
Lyons quote the newspaper now talks about 'back fives’, The newspaper also dinplayur: ils 
knowledge of the game during the four-nation womens tournament held in Deceriber, 
where a photograph caption stated that the Austraian player shown was ‘kicking’ the 
winning goal 

The Canberra Times.is not the only media outlet that seems to have problems with 


ILLAWARRA LIONS 1995-8th 1996-2nd777 

Back at Brandon Park for another season in Super League, he Wollongong club Gould be 
ready to return to their best this year after a year of aetting used to the higher standard again. 
The vocal Glenn Fontana will lose even more hair this year and probably threaten to come out 
of retirement for the zillionth time as the star-studded side he coaches strives for consistency. 
Two Macedonian imports are promised and they hope to have Richard Lloyd and Sasha 
Dimoski in the squad, They've snatched Fernhill talent, Scott Chipperfield, from under the 
noses of (he Wolves and also recruited 35 year old former Montrose and Dundee star Stuart 


Beattie Simor eautils is away, as is Chris Minol, while Lupcho Naumovski was sold to the | basic football terminology Coverage of the Cosmos on the sport segment of the local 
Wolves fora tidy profil, Mark Moffett has been released, but striking partner Peter Preston is cammercial television channels has been excellent, bul Ine conmentary on Capital 
Hil in favour al Branden Park. They can achieve relative greatness... Television recently made mention of & ‘goal square and alsa sugested that a direct free 


kick awarded outside the penally areu was a penally’ | don't suppose that these gaffes 
should be any surprise, however Gapilel Television ts He Cenberra veruon of Channel 
Ten, and I've seen whal they've done ta A Question of Sport Any teacens who have seer 
the BBC TV version and then compared illo Leon's offering will know exactly what | mean! 


Unfortunately due to space restrictions this epic has had to become a two-parter. 
Granted, it will be a little out-of-date by then, but you're still bound to learn something... 








If there is one competition in Australian soccer that is constantly ridiculed 
by the press, fans & clubs it is the National Cup. 
This year was no different says Harry Georgiadis... 


Johnnie Walker Cup - On the Rocks? 


As | ventured to the Bob Jane Stadium 
for the recent Johnnie Walker Cup final the 
sense of expectation was enormous, Just 
thinking of the cup final evoked memories 
of Wembley, big crowds, tradition, 
excitement and memorable contests. 
Would our own humble little Aussie 
equivalent prove just as memorable? 

As | entered the turnstiles (being an 
eternal optimist | got there early to avcid 
the rush) the answer was an emphatic 
'NO". Ninely minutes before kick-off the 
terraces were so bare that | thought | had 
come on the wrong day. Naturally | went 
looking fora souvenir programme as a 
memento of the day either South 
Melbourne won their first major honour 
since 1991 or the historic day the new look 
Newcastle Breakers triumphed in their 
debut season. My relief at finding one 
wasn't dampened by having to fork out $2: 
what the heck, a sucker and his money 
are soon parted. Unfortunately what did 
annoy me were the contents. Anyone who 
purchased the 1995/96 A-League 
Yearbook would be familiar with the 
Programme. The 20 page issue didn't 
specifically cover the final but the 
tournament as a whole. complete with flaw 
chart allowing fans to follow their team's 
progress, lf you attended several cup 
games and were silly enough to purchase 
a programme al each) aii you wer 
lumbered with identical proqrarnrnios 
Half a page was devoted for «ach club 
complete with the sammie pictures, elatialins 
and format as the alorementioned 
yearbook The editors chdn'l even have 
the foresight to amend sore Of fhe ula 
date facts and figures, Fra iietaricn Phe 
Mariani is still listed as Wolloni ar) gual, 
the Croatian based (ie i ondeiak sili 
the Knights squad and Chit Slater would 
be surprised to find oul that he is stilla 
Brisbane Sinkiw! Worse still, two of South 
Melbourne's newly acquired players Jean- 
Paul Koevewie and Mike Petkovic - who 
actually played in the final - weren't listed 
| half expected ta find that Sir Arthur 
George was still the ASF chairman 


At least there was a welcome picture 
portrait highlighting a star of each club to 
break the monotony 

| might be nit-picking, but to a certain 
extent this was only a reflection of the 
organisation of the tournament. i.e. little 
thought or imagination thai left a product 
few soccer people took seriausly, 

Firstly, the Cup's scheduling (crammed 
into sixteen days between the Oceania 
Olympic qualifiers) gave teams little 
chance to prepare for their next tie and 
rest aching muscles before havine to play 
again. Little wonder few teams could 
muster any sort of enthusiasm. 

Even professionals would have been hard 
pressed emulating South Melbourne's 
campaign, The two legs of the tirst round 
pairing with the Melbourne Knights were 
played on Jan 14 & 719, the 1/4 final on the 
23rd, the semi final two days later and the 
final on the 27th. At least the Blues 
played all their Cup ties in Melbourne. 

The Newcastle Breakers had to venture to 
Queensland in the first round in an equally 
demanding route to the final. 

The fans had voted with their feet and 
stayed away in droves, the attendance for 
the final was half of South Melbourne's 
subsequent home match against UTS 
Olympic. 

The draw itself dicin't do anything to 
help matters either The quarter-final draw 
in fact consisted of only two games. 

Was. his o Brazilian formula you ask? 
Well fobexecth The completion of the 
Tet roone lel sim winners. inorder to 
ensure tour Senifinalists Canberra and 
AC ily owere given quaner tinal ayes, 
Merhiaps justice was done when (he two 
(lube that had to actually play a quarter- 
tinal (Sth Melb & Newcastle) defeated 
Cosmos and the Zebras respectively in the 
semis, | wonder whal formal will be used 
in next season's 14 (or 16) team league? 
Perhaps the Victorian and NSW State 
League champions can be invited to 
compete and give the Cup an even 16 
entrants. After all, the NSW Under-23 
team competed in the 94/95 JWC, 


Some critics uncharitably devalued the 
efforts of the finalists, True, some teams 
experimented and sent out weakened 
sides. Two of the leaque's top three 
(UTSO & Brisbane) didn't even reach the 
second round, while none of the four 
semi-finalists are actually in the A- 
Leaque’s top six. The final itself was 
contested by teams placed tenth and 
twelfih in the leaque at the mid-season 
league break, But you can't decry their 
efforts, John Kasmina and Frank Arok 
were wily enough to realise that success 
in the Cup could have a beneficial effect 
on their league form. The Breakers in 
particular were eager to win. Their players 
inspected the pitch in their stylish club 
gear ninety minutes before kick-off. 

It was a ploy no doubt intended to allow 
their inexperienced players a chance to 
get over any Cup final nerves and soak up 
[he atmosphere - it was a crying shame 
there was no atmosphere to soak up. 

Not thal this helped at all, South 
Melbourne's whirlwind start surprised not 
only the Breakers but the home fans as 
well, It threatened to end the Cup final as 
a contest within the first half, Craig Carter 
had to deny Allsopp and Trimboli within 
the first five minutes, allhough he was 
fortunate not to be sent ot afler appearing 
to handle outside the penalty area when 
charging down Coveny’s shoal 
The galloping Kiwi scored several minutos 
later heading home a Trimball chip 
When Steve Panopoulos scored fromm the 
penalty spot in the 35th minute the 
Breakers were on a hiding to nothing 
| know it is a cliche but it was a game of 
two halves. Either Kossie inspired his 
men to great deeds or the Blues had 
already begun celebrating with the 
sponsors product. Steve Hickman 
scored in the 49th minute steering home 
a Sprod shot that had clipped the bar. 
Blues fans may not agree but it was just 
what was needed It woke us up from our 
half-time slumber and gave us a cup final 
to savour The Novocastnans hulfed and 
puffed but couldn't blow Petkovic'’s qual 


down, Coveny sealed South Melbourne's 
win in the 74th minute with his sixth cup 
goal. The Kiwi is ether a cup specialist or 
most defences in the JWC were unbeliev- 
ably bad. The final whistie brought relief 
and joy to Frank Arak and the Blues fans 
giving them a trophy to go with their new 
Stadium and new team. The Victorian 
Minister of Sport Tom Reynolds (the Melb 
Knights No.1 ticket holder!) presented the 
trophy and man-of-ihe-match Vaughan 
Coveny received a bottle of JVV's finest for 
his performance, South did a lap of 
honour to rapturous applause and the 
social club did a roaring trade into the 
wee hours. 


The losers were left ta cope with the 
media induced controversy over Kossie's 
alleged snub of the trophy presentation 
ceremony. He ciaims he went to 
sympathise with the two Breakers players 
(Sprod & Moore) who were sent off in the 
90th minute. |ts ashame it deflected 
away from the Breakers effort in actually 
reaching the final. | couldn't actually see 
from my vantage point; besides, | was too 
busy eyeing the huge bottle of scotch 
Vaughan Coveny was cradling like a long 
last brother. So Soccer Australia's 
unwanted competition completed another 
forgettable Season Will 1996/97 see an 
Himpteenth change in the format? 

Will there be room for the cup competition 
at alli a World Cup year? If there is, will 
be feta before, cdunnq or after the 
league season? The Gono) ol a true 
KOOcK- OUT Cup is bob supported anc oivenr 
a chance to shine it will coritinie being 
lqnored and will everiinhy (ie 

It will never as prestiqiiis as fhe brqleh 
FA Cup bul structured propeny i could 
excite soccer fans. My suggestion ts for 
cup ties to be played on Sundays during 
the season (not as some condensed are 
irrelevant tournament) with each found 
gathering in prestige with the final or 
Australia Day in front of the Prime Minister 
and/or Minister for Sport. 

Whal do other faris think? 


1995/96 Johnnie Walker Cup Final - Jan 27 (at Bob Jane Stadium) 


South Melbourne 3 
Newcastle 1 


Vaughan Coveny 21,74, Steve Panopoulos 36pen 
Steve Hickman 49 





The major problem the Oceania Football Confederation faces is one of ignorance. Are thera plans to produce an ‘Oceania Hes type mages, Pernaps aver 
And you can count "SU" amongst the ignorant. But times are changing. quarterly to help raise awareness of soccer throughout the region? 
While in Adelaide we managed to catch up with Vice-President George Dick, Yes, there are plans in the pipeline. There has been a couple of publications in the past 


but the withdrawal of the sponsors made it financially unviable. George did agree though 
that a regular bulletin from Auckland would eliminate a lot of the misunderstandings tne 
region is famous for, 


who was only too happy to set the record straight on a number of intruiging issues. 


Things we wanted to know about Oceania but 


AFC News suggested that each nation will receive $1 million dollars just for 


were (almost) foo flustered to ask competing in the 2002 World Cup qualifiers. What is your understanding of the 
. distribution of money? It is expected that FIFA will ask Oceania to oversee the 
It is one hour before Vanuatu and Fiji do battle in an Olympic qualifier at Hindmarsh distribution of the grants, This could be a tricky ane. One would assume that the various 
and here lam knocking on the door of the Sth Oz Soccer Federation, expecting to island football associations could not cope with the sudden input of $1 million, but can 
interview Oceania General Secretary Josephine King, Josephine, of course. is Charlie Oceania cope with the sudden input of $10 million? it is expected that the windfall will 
Dempsey's daughter, but | had no intention of firing charges of nepotism in her direction. ensure that ALL full members of Oceania will compete in future confederation tournaments 
| had far more important information to discover, To my surprise, George Dick offered to at all levels, but that leaves a hell of a lot of money to spend “SU will watch with interest 
have a chat. | wondered why? Then he told me he was a subscriber. Fair dinkum, you 
could've knocked me down with a corner flag. | had never put two and two together before. At that point Charlie Dempsey stepped Into the Federation offices, which was a signal 
This was the same guy who has spent years as an administrator in Australia and was now for an introduction, and a few friendly barbs about how everyone always has a go at 
the second most important man in Oceanic soccer (but con't tell David Hilt). ; Oceania and the officials and.... well, deep down Charlie wants to do what is right for the 
My information about George being a Kiwi had come from the Internet - and from FIEA's region, He is as well aware as anyone that the Asians don't want Australia in Asia, so like it 
Own home page as well! It just goes to show that you can't always believe what you read... or lump it Australia is stuck in Oceania and Oceania is stuck with Australia. Perhaps it is 
The ‘interview’ wasn't an interview , as such, It was more like a friendly chat with your time for Australia to face up to that fact. Constant references to Oz ‘getting to Asia as soon 
uncle, and the absence of one of those 'hand-held recorder jobs means | don't have an as possible’ just further strains the already fragile relationship we share with Dempsey & co. 
actual transcript of the dialogue. But in point form, | was able to glean the following... Until now, Oceania has not had anywhere near the amount of resources it needs. Could 
it be that the influx of cash in a few years time may be just the catalyst needed for Oceania 
What are the geographic boundaries of Oceania? to make some progress in the world game? Perhaps, but considering the performances of 
Well, none actually, There is nothing to stop an obscure island off the west coast of some of the teams in Adelaide, competitiveness should be the initial goal, 
south America from becoming an associate member of Oceania. FIFA's only requirement a i 
is (hal a FIFA member must be a member ofa confederation. Want to know more? Try ‘The Dempsey Years’ 
| y | : - For those of you out there who are Keen lo know a bil more about the history of Oceania 
edlaabic difference between being a full member and an associate member of may well want to track down a book titled ‘The Dernpsey Years’ Although we've yet to 
; actually see a copy we beheve its fullof relevant infa, aiid the whisper is that an updated 
fo be an associate member only fequires the presence of some form of ‘organised |version is onthe drawing board Stay tuned tor more details as we get thern 


lootball | definition which could work well for Oceania, enabling a number of tiny nations to 
echiove aesogiate membership The qualifications fo hecome a full member are somewhat 
Hore stlinigent ACnational aque us virtually a pre-requisite while adequate stadiums must 
Deron show when The lie AIS pection lean anives FIFA eerlainly don't treat potential 
hewcorners WI The ame oper anned attiide as Hie OC, forexample, Unlike Juan 
Antonio Samannch, i seers | lavelange wort do absolutely anythin i) for a vole! 

Cnange pointed out that New Caledonia may well becornie (ie 171K full member of Oceania 
should a French referendum in 1997 approve independerice 





Aussies dominate award again 

Australian players once again dominated the voting in the annual Oocania Mayer ol the 

Year award, filling 5 of the top 6 placings, bul the winner this year wos fore Mantes and | 

current Sampdoria star Christian Karembeu. Somehow "Studs Up! can't quite qt lo crys 
with the fact that the O.P.0.¥ is a French international, (hawt 





Is there any chance that some South-East Asian countries may be persuaded to join OCEANIA PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


Oceania, and is there any FIFA statutes preventing such poaching? Hee atthe Shas nee pele hee caaniueris 
IFA statutes simply state that a rr rank Farina (Aus an Davidson (Aust nton Rufer (I 
theory there is n re ‘ SAGE A ioe i FIFA must belong loa confederation, 80 In 1989 Wynton Rufer (NZ) 43 Frank Farina (Aust) 41 Antoine Kombouare (New (al) 10 
view to obtainine an ai W rid s aot age lon approaching the OFC in future with a 1990 Wynton Rufer (NZ) 48 Frank Farina (Aust) 42 Pascal Vahirua (Tahiti) oo 
ss P UP PeMT eh esaIOple. 1991 Robbie Slater (Aust) 44 Pascal Vahirua (Tahiti) 40 Wynton Rufer (NZ) 37 

al . | }1992 Wynton Ruter (N#) 59 Ned Zele (Aust) 51 Pascal Vahirua(Tahiti) 31 
What is the election process to decide office-bearers of Oceania? 1993 Robbie Slater (Aust) 7? Wynton Ruler (NZ) 53 Ned Zelic (Aust) 46 
How often are the elections? Every four years. When is the next one? 1998 1994 Aurelio Vidimar (Aust) 44 Wynton Ruiter (NZ) 56 Robbie Slater (Aust) 47 


Who ts eligible to yote? Each full member has one vote. 11995 Christian Karembeu (NC) 71 Mark Bosnich (Aust) G4 Paul Okon (Aust) 57 


Who is eligible to nominate? A person must be nominated by their national federation 


ore was nominated for the Vice-Presidential post in 1990, was successfully elected 
and then re-elected in 1994 | 






Note: If any subsoribers would like a conplete list ob vebng tom Tet 1995 get in touch 
and we'll mail a copy out ta you 





Dear 'Studs Up' P 0 Box 53, Oakleigh South, 3167 


Once again the National Cup competition failed to fire the imagination of the 
country. But whose fault is that? David Brown (Chapel Hill, Qid) needs to get a 
few things off his chest. And wins the ‘Letter of the Month’ in the process... 

Brisbane Strikers’ fans were well and truly ripped off at Suncorp Stadium in the Johnnie 
Walker Cup match on January 20th, against Newcastle Breakers. Around 3,000 of the 
faithful (some would say foolish) turned up expecting a continuation of the good home form 
of the previous few months. After a bright start, highlighted by some wonderful long 
passing and support play by Gary Phillips and a very slick move to produce the first goal by 
Troy Cranney, the rest was a travesty. 

Once the Breakers equalised early in the second half we may as well have packed up. 

It was more than obvious that few of the Strikers had the inclination to scrap for the two 
goals they then needed to progress to the next round, Frank Farina (who did not play} 
even admitted in his newspaper column next morming that he doubted "W most payers 
would care if they were knocked out in the first round". This pathetic excuse for a cup tle 
proved him right. 

For the first time this season the Strike Squad was struck dumis and couid not ever 
muster a whimper when heckled by a section of the crowd. “to give them acheer' These 
days, that is a rarity. Surely a signal that something was drastically wrong. Perhaps they 
were ashamed, as | was, io witness such a gutless performance by the team they support 
SO passionately at other times. | know half the squad was injured, or needed a rest and 
that Bruce Stowell was committed to giving some of the youngsters a go but that is still no 
excuse, The fans pay their money and deserve an honest effort. They didn't aet it. 

No doubt Stowell is concerned by the lack of grt shown by some players but he should be 
even more worried by the fact that Hews was the only young player to really cope on the 
night, | can see now, why he has taken so long to give youth a go. The potential is 
certainly there but unfortunately they are not yet ready. 


Soccer Australia also had a hand in ruining my night by flogging their miserable 
program for twice the usual price of our local version. What a total lack of substance. This 
would be a good one for Ewen Anderson to review. Once again the Aussie soccer fan was 
taken fora mug, What! can't understand is why we continue to turn up to this farcical cup 
competition when (he coaches, players and administrators don't even take it seriously. 
Judging by the poor crowds al other matches, southern fans are not so naive. They have 
obviously grawn weary of (he way the cup format has changed every year with no hope of 
developing any tradition 

However, despite my tone |will be al the next mateh Gullible or not, there is always 
hope and you have ta be (Here justi Gase After all, that's what being a fan is all about. 

It takes a certain madness 


Graham Parsons (Stockton, NSW) has had enough of obtrusive match 
officials... 
Dear ‘SU’ 

A couple of NSL seasons que the refs ad tinesimen changed from their traditional black 
& white outfits to the qairieh yellow hits and green shorts that they wear now. This action 
was Probably pronipied ty the b nglish Premier League match officials changing their strip 
toa briqhter colo | always understood that a match that was a spectator's delight could 
be largely atlibuited lo officials being Unobtrusive and to all intents, seemingly invisible. 

However, Ihe match officials of today (at all levels) display such a high level of 
Incompetence wilh their, lack of knowledge of the laws, interpretation of happenings on the 
held, enforcernent of the laws, and how to deal with incidents, thal their wearing of these 
brightly coloured shirts tends to make the match officials the centre of attention... not the 
gamell 





My suggestion would be for the powers That be To erstire (hal he referees & linvesimen 
Hift their game! and ‘gel then act together’, ao spectators ate sick and tied of ie Wicessant 
whistle-blowing, arandstanding and tossing about of vellow and red cards, of the referees 
Football is a beautiful garno that is epailt by coaches (another story!) and match officials 
and itis time thal (he referees abandoned their silly bright shirts. 

| believe that with surnmer soccer, black shirts for refs are impractical and that in order 
lo lower the fidiculously high protile that the refs enjoy, they should contact the army and 
purchase the brown, tan, khaki and green camouflage T-shirts that soldiers wear, so that 
the referees can wear them and hopefully blend in with the surroundings and we, the 
spectators, can enjoy the match and not the antics of the clowns controlling the gamell 


Thomas Esamie (Penrith, NSW) is still concerned about the quality of Socceroo 
opposition... 
Dear 'SU' | | | 

Why Is it that playing 16 (I'll believe it wnen i see it) internationals against a bunch of 
holiday makers from whatever country is seen as preferable to organising a European camp 
and play internationals against teams there. Certainly we should take serious note of Asia 
now that we need to beat one of their sides for a 1998 World Cup berth ana | welcome © 
games against Japan, Korea and the Gulf States but how can anybody take games against! 
touring sides seriously when it seems clear that the sides concerned arent too bothered 
about the game therselves, 


Australia is in the unfortunate position of really only having the World Cup (qualifying 
games only since 1974) to look forward to as 'real’ matches and it means that we do not get 
io see aur national team in action in the same way that countries who also participate in 
Continental Championships and the qualifiers and warm up games which are associated 
with them. Playing a few games in Europe will mean that we could get to bring more of our 
top players together since they will not need to be away from their clubs for more than a few 
days, in fact they need not miss any games at all if the internationals are scheduled | 
between weekends. hie would enhance Australia's faotball reputation (providing they did 
well) and make it more likely (hat loaning fears in future pay us a little more respect and 
send their betler playors | like ta qo lo a quinn ay MUEh ts Ihe ext guy but if itt becomes a 
case of seeing Australia play Italy, England ane Germany or ty box or Ghana, Sweden 
and Uruguay (all without thei negular first toamers) 1 Jerson Iwould falter the former and 
| dare say so would [he players 


By all means, bring the Socceroos here to play in Sydney Adelaide Penh and bnsbane 
but surely we could cut down on 12-16 hame internaticr ris. and play @ few qernies ip 
Europe instead Visits to South America would also be nice bul nen we face he sane 
problem as home games where the players would be away from their clobe far toe lor te 
allow them to be away. Admittedly there is more to it than just ringing up the PA one 
saying "Hey, let's play at Wembley next week’ - recent experience has told us (hat uel 
However, there seems no real reason why we shouldn't keep trying and | hope thal we wall 


Dr Peter Bayliss (Pearl Beach, NSW) would like to make two points. Firstly... 
Dear ‘SU’, | 

in the last issue, Michael Edgley states that "on some weekends there is not even an A 
League game in Melbourne THIS IS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE". The A-League 
schedule published in the ABSW of October 3, 1990 has a game EVERY week In 
Melbourne, Similarly, there is a game EVERY week m Adelaide Similarly, there ts a game 
EVERY week in the outer western Suburbs of Sydney (Marcon or United), Therefore, the 
argument is falsel : 

Last year, Sth Melly arranged a swap al then rout Wo? 4S fmalchos. so lhat these 
matches were played away rather than al home The feason Thon new hone ground at 
Lakeside was notready “Less succern supporters ure Seerng A-League games than last 
season" in Melbourne Las! season, Sowlh Melbourne averaged 4.877 (ABSW 96-12-98), 
whereas this season the average Is 7,071 (ABSW 9 1-46) The statement ts fot i wire! 








"Firstly, we must increase the opportunities available for players at A-League level" It's quality net quantity that matters Mr Edgley, and all Melbourne needs is two clubs and so 
Why should the A-League be filled with fourth rate players and third rate tearns? does Sydney. Ifa club were to join next year how about Essendon or Gariton (AFL)? 
The league should increase the PROFESSIONAL opportunities so that less players ao They would be more likely to satisfy the No.1 cnteria but judging by your list of applicants | agree 
overseas! with you on one thing; Melbourne soccer seems to be on the "crossroads" 
Derbies: The derby between Heidelberg and Zebras last year had a crowd less than 1,000. 
Big crowd! The way to increase derbies between South Melbourne and the Knights is to Next up is Nick Guoth (Stirling, ACT) who also has problems with the JWC formoat,,, 
have two divisions of 6 teams each and play a double round robin for the whole league and Dear 'SU’, 
a double round robin with each division as well. This is 32 rounds and increases the Il feel as a supporter of Ganbetta (hat) should take sore COnITTOEntSs OF Te experiment of 
derbies from 3 to 4. Soeeceer Australie called The dobionie Walken Coop) btapefolly Thr wer ain eeepe ripen aie ie thie 
And secondly... oyes of any, okoepl maybe those who follow South Melbourne, it wis a failure 


As we have Jo alohes Gung The season and as (he players Invelved ane nol professional, (he 
ido of @ break mich eeason to help teoover fron those rqgling injuries is ar excellent one 

The icdiea ot coi (ie (ie Tor a Gop Oompelitioriig hat The fest round eluded Hanne and awey 
interferes with play" matches, so why cdet the later coundie’ Theowhole competition wee basically squeered into one 


This law is over three decades old and was not altered for the World Cup last year. week Whiall was worse was [hal Iwo learns, howe who reached the grand final played a number 
"A player is not in an offside position if level with the ball or second last defender" of cansecuiive matches at home This wae fot looked al well by many ot the other tears 

This is exact. How can he suggest "that is a ‘doubt’ exists"? Further, (he tinw for the break Wee dade ae bosially the enidele of (ie season, (hat beng alter 
Originally the game was re-started with a kick-in; however, this was changed to a throw-in. round 1/. Players were asked to play (irougheut the Clinstonas penod and many had to train on 
How can a throw-in be traditional? Christmas Day Por aaleiins, of even seme arated. Tits is tever qo fo qo claw well 

"The back-pass rule has been tinkered with" |f a defender passes the ball either forwards Lets look af sore poseible suggestions First, trove te mich season broak fo the two or (hiro 
or backwards to the goalkeeper, the goalkeeper may not play the ball with the hands. weekends STOLE Sen (heltrige, iey,, Riwares te clhaacd We (ve, (odce OF Ihe Sempary, Pulte seat. 
The law deals with forward passes. It is nota back-pass law. priority or is it to just look good’ Meo, let's ce-organie The Johnnie Walker Cup lo inelude: a tow 
Players are given a number, which often stays with them during their whole playing career teams from the local Gonipetitions of each state who would be willing lo pay some of (he money 
with that club. Such a number is easier for the fans to remember from match to match. towards travel interstate Uy thie Fen Thal Tears WOuTK Hol play collin The Own atale before 


Therefore, the suggestion to "revert to numbering the participants one to eleven" is playing against the tap Tearie hal would qelacehaniee (oe play aqenrst Besson Cup hears tt 
contrary to good American marketing. different states. All fourths would fe done on a home/away basis soa that bath teanis Nawe a 


‘Incompetent refereeing and linesmanship chance. This would inclide te Final as bere is where home tela advantage can be worth a qovl 
How can he judge? He does not know the laws! ortwo, The JW was oe fathet big meses ane many of the teams that made il through lo ye tater 

rounds suffered baclly (itnugh ijpiios A fever feeds lo be rade so (haliloan fli well will 
what already looks tiKe a qreal bfiexson Coup season 


Errol Simper's column about soccer (The Weekend Australian - 12/1/95) contains many 
errors! For instance: 
“A player in an offside position is not ruled offside until the player receives the bail or 


Maurice Hawling (Oatley, NSW) was also worried by Mr Edgley’s comments... 
Dear ‘SU 
| could not resist replying to Michael Edgley’s letter which appeared in SU9. | feel he is 
totally unaware of whal ts now happening in Australian soccer, His statement that anyone 
who approves of tweive tears ts misiniormed is condescending to say the least. 
You are lacking vision and you think small ifa Greek derby between Sth Melb Hellas and 
Heidelberg Alexander is your idea of Australian soccer reaching its pinnacle. You call ita 
“showpiece” I'm astounded. Soccer is hopelully on the road to recovery, on the road to 
glory which it fully deserves and your dream ts a local ethnic derby? What aspirations! 
[hose days are over, Mr Edgley. For a person who regards hinsell as well-informed, do 
you know that the No.1 criteria for admission to the A-League is “the ability ta damonstrate 
that the club has the capacity to represent a region or a city and has the capacity to 
attract the general public, not just a certain ethnic group". Surely an ethnic derby will not 
acheive that, A return to those 'showpieces' would be a step back You are concerned [hat 
the “supporters who kept the game alive" may get aggrevated. If the policies of Soccer 
Australia had to be dictated by fear that some ethnics will get upset, that would be a very 
sad state of affairs. Of course there would always be a certain number of so called ‘soccer 
lovers’ that will decide to Gut their noses to spite their faces and stay away, 
Before Soccer Australia's plan is completed and soccer is put where it belongs, many | 
small-minded officials desperately hanging on to their power and many fanatical flag-vaving 
and chanting ‘TANS will be upset. But their days will soon be over. Soccer has to change 
from an eftiic lo a national game. You say that Melbourne fans are nat seeing enough 
soccer How would you support this? Are stadiums filled to their capacity and fans being 
turned away’? Melbourne has with few exceptions one A-League match a week, and so has 
Manchester, Paris, Milan, Madrid, Liverpool etc. 
Your list of applicants for the third Melbourne club to join the Ericsson Cup next season is 
another example of your thinking small and being totally unaware what Soccer Australia is 
all about. | arn prepared to eat a regular size soccer ball if any of those clubs ts accepted. 


And finally, the recently relocated Andrew Howe (Marion, SA) suggests the anti-Croatian 
sentiment is just a bit over the top... 
Dear ‘SU 
I find it rather disturbing he constant barrage of letters to ABSVW recently suggesting the 
axing of the 'Croatian Corner segment It seerns anti-Croatian sentiment ts all the rage in Aussie 
soccer circles al the mornient (has it newer rol been?) 

‘Croatian Corner’ is a mere hall page write up Where is the barrage of letters complaiinig 
about the G pages of Gritishi soccer? Or the 1 page of Italian? Or the 1 of South America Wil 
have these latter 3 regions done for AUSTRALIAN soccer? | would suggest that the Australian 
Croatian element has done more for Aussie soccer than these other three regions combined boy 
example, at least one quarter of our top 20 players have Croatian background, Think abuul il 
that's a massive proportion. Especially if you want to start comparing with other post- WW 
migrant groups. Including the British. Some would say especially the British! And the number 
of Aussies playing full time top division in Croatia is nearly as much as there are in all ol lime 
other aforementioned regions anyway! 

| say the Croatian element has had an overall positive effect on Oz soccer over the pant low 
years. Yes, each of the Croatian A-League clubs do have a couple of dozen hot-nead puniply iy 





hard hooligans. And in my personal opinion there is no room in Australia’s premier soccer 
competition for exclusively mono-ethnic clubs. But it is xenophobic paranoia (not to meron 
racist) tf you're unfairly singling oul one particular ethnic component Let's concentrate on 
enhancing the influences of (his uniquely nich blend thatis Australian soccer today Wirene woul 
Aussie soccer be jj [he Croatian clubs had not produced the Zelios, Hos enichis aid vidi: 

The perlarmances of ou rey Wooritive leas (incloidine coaching slat) tne te jiinl few vewite 
have demonstrated that Australia’s mmullieuitunal fiston is starting to geton the football pater 

A uniquely Aussie style is deveroping Anet ils about tine tool 





vi) 


Bullettm Board 


Programmes for sale! 
Mr Trevor Moore was kind enough to get in touch with ‘SU’ after we ran an ad a coupla 
issues back letting Us know about the wide variety of programmes he has for sale. 
Naturally we said we'd give him a plug in'SUS'. Naturally, we forgot! So, here we go, here 
we go etc etc. Listed below is a list of some of the awesome stuff you can purchase if 
you're quick All enquiries should be directed to Trevor at 58 Tristan St, Carindale 4152 

29/2/76 Australiav New Zealand (8 pages) $0.50 

24/11/80 Leicester City v Australia (6 pages) 37.00 

22/2/82 New Zealandv Australia (16 pages) $2.00 

Oct 1982 Merlion Cup -7 countries (68 pages) $6.00 

Dec 1983 Merlion Cup - 7 countries (44 pages) 35.00 

Oct 1984 Merlion Cup-8 countires (62 pages) $5.00 

1985 Australia v China (4 pages) 31.00 
Multiple copies available of most items - feel free to write and state your requirements! 





Memo from Thomas Esamie.... | 
Those modem-moguls who have had trouble tracking down Thomas (The Tank Engine) | 
Psamie recently can stop seratching their heads and make a note of his new E-Mail 
address’ algor@zeta.org.au | 

This new address supercedes (homas(@extro,ucc.su.oz,au And in case you didn't see | 

Ihe February rsue of World Soccer, his OzSoccer page can be found at: 
http. //www.zeta.org.au/~algor/socceroo/html 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


And while on the subjoet af Thomas he wants everyone to know he is still trying to track 
down hal George Slitkas Olyroo card, He can now reveal it is card number OR8 and 
he would gladly trade tie Eleqoevwe, | Vidmear and Longe Olyroo cards, or even his Robbie | 
Slate card from the 1993 Upper Geek WG sel Me is also prepared to part with his | 
Hioloqrann cards of Bergkanip, Farad Aspiila trom thal set, and it that doesn't tempt you | 
then cold hard cach ii also an oapton I you spot the Slifkas card, can you ring himen | 


| (U2) 248 6020 (ih) or via mail at PO Box 1174 Pennth, 2751 or E-Mail (see above) | 


| 
i 
! 











Conference Update... 





li's looking increasingly likely that the Grand Final will be held in Sydney, so 
we're looking for possible venues, Suggestions so far... 
Grand Final venue Conference venue 
Parramatta Stadium Parramatta Leagues Club 
Sydney Football Stadium Paddington-Woollahra RSL ($1.30 a schooner!) 
Naturally its a bit early to start booking places. but if we can cover all the 
possibilities in advance it will make the organizing job (come May) a lot easter! 
Which brings us to the question of numbers. We get the impression that a 
Sydney conlerence would attract a few dozen subscribers but how many people 
would REALLY travel to either Brisbane (not out of the question) or Meihbourne 
(gweUly remote)? For that matter would Canberra be more central? 
[he mam pomlt here is we're trying to figure out just how many people would 
be prepared to travel mterstate 







Now here's an offer you can't refuse! 
Subscribe! - And receive ‘Superstar Soccer' 
FREE 


Yep, its true! Subscribe now to ‘Studs Up’ and you will receive absolutely free 
with your first issue a starter deck of ‘Superstar Soccer’ cards which normally 
retails for $16.95. Just think, 6 issues of 'SU' for $16, and you get a gift worth $17 
as welll 4 
(how is (his possible? Well, we are very fortunate to have a very generous sponsor In 

Mail Order Mall (see flyer’) who is happy to supply some items in return for a bit of 

advertising Sounds like a win/win situation for everybody for once!) 

Thies offer ia available to current subscribers who wish to renew their 
subscription as well, |mean, we can't leave our loyal supporters out of this! 

So not only do you get a starter deck for the best Oz soccer card game we've ever 
seen, bul it means 'SU' can still provide one of the best (if not THE best) value for 
money reada on Or soccer, At$16 for six issues or $30 for twelve issues you can 
be sure you'll Wever miss outon what is fast becoming the most indispensable, 
innovative, indignant, insurgent, intelligent and, er, interesting publications not 
seen in hewsagencies 

Remeniber, due to the paranoid, partisan, patronizing, penurious people that 
run things you won't find us inside A-League grounds, so if you want ‘SU’ you'll 
have to find iin your mail box 

So get to the Post Office and send off some legal tender, and be sure to let us 
know whicli issue you want to commence your subscription with. 


Studs Up'- PO Box 53, Oakleigh South, 3167 
Vind if you're quick you can get a few back issues! 
Limited copies of issues 4,6, 7 & 8 are still available for those of you who 
were » bit slow to get hold of us 











\ndl Speaking of Superstar Soccer, the Winners are: 

Crep Stork & Graham Creed (both of NSW) who both scored 16 points in our Ultimate 
‘Tipping Competition Surpristigly, nobody selected the double (South Africa, Mexico) 
although Harry would've if he had've been happy sticking with the hosts following Nigeria's 
withdrawal (he opted for Ghana). Rather than introduce a complex play-off we've decided 
to award two prizes. Don't get excited though folks, we won't be this generous all the time. 

\iewnwhile, Round 4 of the contest involves the Asian Olympic qualifers to be held in 
Muotnvsio in March. Again, all we're asking is for you to select one team from the list below, 
with 10 pomts fur the correct selection, 6 pts for runner-up and 3 pts for either losing semi- 
finalist’ No monthly prize this time, but all points gained will go towards your total in the 
search for the altimate tipster, Entries must arrive before Mar 15. You have been warned, 


The Leaderboard 


(6) (lool Creed, Greep Stock 13 - Peter Athanasiadis, Phil Crouch, Thomas Esamie, 
Ihe Mdifor, The Assistant Editor 10 - Bhupinda Rai, Mrs Creed 


Round § Asian Olympic qualifiers (in Selangor, Malaysia - March 16-27) 
Gjroup A: lraq, Japan, UAE, Oman | 
Group B: (Group of Death): Kazakhstan, China, South Korea, Saudi Arabia 


‘SE Tips: Pde South Korea, Asst Ed: Japan 
——— — 


ee =.= = —- 


a 











Okay, all got over that summer break (!!) have we? Can you remember when 
a ‘summer break' offered so much on-field action? Just in case you nodded off 
for a month you'll be pleased to know that the business end of the season is 
just about to begin so make sure you 


Look out for..... 


FEBRUARY 
25 - Australia v Sweden (at Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane) 
28 - Australia v Sweden (at Sydney Football Stadium) 


MARCH 

1 - Start of the 1998 World Cup qualifiers. Yep, the long road is about to begin. 

1-3 & 14-16 - African Olympic qualifying finals (first named teams at home in first leg) 

Zimbabwe v Nigeria Togov Guinea Ghana v Cameroon 

2 - Showdown at Suncorp as Brisbane host UTS Olympic 

3 - CONMEBOL Conaress to be held in Mar del Plata, Argentina 

5 - UEFA Cup 1/4 Final 1st legs - feat. Barcelona v PSV, Milan v Bordeaux 

7 - ECWC 1/4 Final 1st legs - feat. Parma v Paris St Germain, La Coruna v Zaragoza 

16 - Asian Olympic qualifiers (Final Round) kick-off in Selangor, Malaysia. 

9 - Brisbane host Marconi in another crucial top of the table fixture 

10 - Another Melbourne derby - with the loser likely to miss the finals... 

23 - Oceania Congress to be held in (where else?) Auckland 

27 - Scotland set to play host to Australia - complete with ‘Euroroos’ 

27 - Asian Olympic qualifiers - Final & 3rd place match. | 
31 - Probably your last chance to see an Adelaide derby this season | 


APRIL 

13 - Canberra host Newcastle - surely they couldn't play out another 5-5 draw... 
13 - CONCACAF Congress to be held in Mexico City 

25 - Thomastown Zebras are scheduled to play Melbourne Warriors - but will it be 
Essendon Raiders v Collingwood Warriors by then’? 

27 - Blacktown City hast Warringah Dolphins in a replay of last year's Grand Final 

28 - Final Round of the Ericsson Cup regular season sees UTSO host Brisbane 





MAY 

CONCACAF Olympic qualitiers (Final round) - And the runner-up Is.... 

5 - Draw for the Olympic Finals tournament (to be conducted in Atlanta) 

5 -NSW Super Leaque reaches the half-way stage with one team progressing straight to 
this year's Grand Final 

26 - 1st leg Oceania / CONCACAF Olympic play-off 


JUNE 

41 - FIFA due to announce the winner of the Japan / South Korea WC 2002 stoush 
2 - 2nd leg Oceania / CONCACAF Olympic play-off 

B - Euro '96 kicks off 

9- Inauguaral A-League Grand Final 

28 - UEFA Congress to be held in London 


JULY 
3-4 - 50th FIFA Congress to be held in Zurich. Watch those sparks fly... | 
19 - Olympic Games begin in Atlanta, but the soccer won't... 


NOVEMBER 
24 - FIFA Futsal (Indoor) World Championship kicks off in Spain 








